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SPECIAL NOTIC 


The next phase of Peel Weekly News begins this month. 


To all current Peel Weekly News Subscribers, get ready for more content, more contributors, more pages... more of every- 
thing you love! This month, we will be debuting a Premium Membership Program for new subscribers, featuring weekly 
prizes, draws, enriched content and much more! 


As a current subscriber, you will continue to receive the same great stories and enriched video content, delivered to you 
every Thursday morning free of charge. If you would like to support local journalism and future growth of the paper, con- 
sider supporting Peel Weekly News for as little as $1 per week. Your contribution will give you access to special prizes and 
weekly draws with gift certificates, prize packages and more from some of Peel Region's local businesses, along with a 
greater focus on enriched content and much more! 


This new membership program is designed to bring a better user experience to you- yes, YOU! - the reader, with increased 
content and contributors. Peel Weekly News is also expanding its repertoire with additional coverage of local and provincial 
issues through new contributions from some of Peel's up-and-coming writers, and through an expanded website that offers 
breaking-news stories, direct access to our premium membership program and much more! 


The premium membership program is explained in greater detail on Page 2 -- if you're interested, head over to PeelWeek- 
lyNews.com and sign up today! The new and improved Peel Weekly News is coming to an inbox near you! 
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Want to join the Premium Membership Program? 
Here's how! 


JOIN 
AND 
WIN! 


Interested in becoming a Premium Member? 
Here’s how! 


For as little as $1 per week (plus HST), Premium 
Members will receive the same great content and 
local journalism provided by Peel Weekly News 
— plus plenty of extras! 


Your membership will entitle you to a “welcome 
package,” with coupons and select deals from sev- 
eral local businesses, restaurants and more in 
Peel Region. You will also be entered into weekly 
draws to win prizes from some of the Region’s 
best experiences. 


Gift certificates, prize packages, tickets, din- 
ners... you name it, it’s within your reach! Sign up 
today and get access to some of Peel’s best prizes! 


Our Membership Program was developed in 
consultation with local businesses and stakehold- 
ers. In these changing times, we realized that we 
need to give our local advertisers a way to effec- 
tively communicate their message on a budget. 


As such, we have adopted a new advertising 
model of offering free ad space to our advertisers 
in exchange for prize items — which we offer in 
turn to you, the reader. 


Prizes will be given away through a weekly draw, 
with the winners being featured in the pages of 
Peel Weekly News. Winners will be notified by 
email, and will have the option to include a profile 
picture of themselves for inclusion in the paper. 


Our Membership Program builds on several ini- 
tiatives launched within the past year, including 
a limited print run distributed through Missis- 
sauga and Brampton, a revamped website launch- 
ing this month and future initiatives to grow and 
expand Peel Weekly News through the Region - 
and beyond! Your investment will help us support 
local advertisers — who will support you in turn! 


Join now, and get in on the ground floor for an 
exciting promotion! Click the link below to be 
taken directly to our purchase page! 


Welcome to the future of Peel Weekly News! 


— 


aaa 
DISC@VER / 
ES = 


Is your company 


thinking of joining? 
Find out more here. 
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905-891-8818 
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- Residents flout rules 


during Diwali as eae 


ae hit highs 


r 


Residents outside the Gurudwara Nanaksar Temple crowd together during an impromptu event held Saturday 
evening to recognize Diwali. The City of Brampton said that the event violated COVID-19 guidelines, and that fines 
will be issued against residents who disregard provincial directives. (PWN Staff Photo) 


Dozens of residents have 
been fined for not following 
COVID-19 guidelines during 
Diwali, as Peel saw new case 
highs buoyed by positivity 
centered in the northwest- 
ern quadrant of the city. 

Despite urgings from mu- 
nicipal officials to celebrate 
Diwali at home or within 
their "bubble" of trusted 
contacts, more than 700 
residents gathered at reli- 
gious sites in Brampton and 
Mississauga Saturday night 
to attend impromptu cele- 
brations -- and earning 
harsh words and dozens of 
fines as a result. 

The news comes as the re- 
gion grapples with a fresh 
wave of COVID-19 cases, 


i, 
A 


Wedding 
Birthday 


causing it to take the top 
spot within the province's 
daily count of areas with the 
highest infections, with an 
average of 1,200 cases re- 
ported per 100,000 people. 

Brampton Mayor Patrick 
Brown said Saturday that 
while the crowd inside the 
Gurudwara Nanaksar Tem- 
ple on McLaughlin Road 
South followed physical dis- 
tancing guidelines, the park- 
ing lot outside the facility 
and neighbouring area soon 
became crowded with visi- 
tors. 

Peel Police and by-law of- 
ficers attended the scene 
Saturday evening to try and 
get people to move along. 

Brown says 57 fines were 


Receptions 
Anniversaries 


issued, and called the crowd 
at the event "out of control." 

"We do take these scenar- 
ios very seriously," Brown 
said. "We hoped that we 
weren't going to have a 
crowd that was out of con- 
trol, but in this case, it was, 
and immediately we had 
Peel Police and Brampton 
by-law show up." 

Under the current provin- 
cial framework, event or- 
ganizers whose _ events 
exceed the legal limit of at- 
tendees may face a mini- 
mum fine of $10,000, while 
those who attend the event 
could face a $750 fine. 
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Major criminal gang busted as police announce 88 arrests 


by Alex Gregory 


Not so sick now. 

The criminal gang 
behind some _ of 
Peel’s highest-profile 
murders has been 
dismantled, Peel Po- 
lice revealed in a 


press conference 
Wednesday. 
With numerous 


bags of illicit contra- 
band, weapons and 
goods peppered 
around a podium, 
Peel Police Chief 
Nishan Duraiappah 
announced the com- 
pleted of “Project 
Siphon,” a 14-month 
investigation that 
saw over 800 
charges leveled 
against 88 criminals. 

The criminals, who 
operated under the 
name “New Money 
So Sick,” were at the 
heart of several 
major murders in 
the region, including 


17 year-old Jonathan 
Davis, who was shot 
and killed outside an 
apartment complex 
in Malton last No- 
vember; Abdifatah 
Salah, who was shot 
in early August, and 
Brampton resident 
Giovanni Delahaye, 
who was fatally shot 
while exiting off a 
highway ramp onto 
Derry Road. 

Police revealed 
that one of the 
group’s leaders, 29 
year-old Mahmoud 
Al Ramahi, of Mis- 
sissauga, was ar- 
rested and charged 
with multiple of- 
fences on Nov. 12, 
including _ first-de- 
gree murder. 

The arrests were 
part of an operation 
conduct by Peel Po- 
lice’s Specialized En- 
forcement Bureau 


and other police 
services in the GTA, 
said Duraiappah, 
who indicated that 
the operation 
launched last year. 
“Tackling violent 
crime, including 
guns and gangs, is a 
priority... through 
work like this, we 
will push towards 
the extinction of 
gang violence by in- 


sisting that those 
who are responsible, 
are brought to jus- 
tice and held ac- 
countable,” said 
Duraiappah, who, 
alongside Superin- 
tendent Martin Ott- 
away, indicated that 
the New Money So 
Sick gang was re- 
sponsible for human 
and drug trafficking, 
the latter of which 


involved shipments 
of cocaine and Fen- 
tanyl. 

$1.39 million in 
cash, 34 weapons 
and 13.7 kilograms 
of cocaine were also 
seized in the raids 
that resulted in the 
arrests of the gang 
leaders. 

“Guns and gangs 
have no place in our 
community,” said 


Mayor Patrick 
Brown, who has ad- 
vocated for addi- 
tional support to 
combat gun and 
gang violence, along 
with local council- 
lors, over the past 
year. “(These) ar- 
rests will have a sig- 
nificant impact on 
improving commu- 
nity safety.” 


Peel Police Chief Nishan Duraiappah speaks about ar- 
yests related.to “Project Siphon” during a press con- 
ferénce held on Nov. 18, 2020 at Peel Police 

E Headquarters. (Submitted Photo) 


Witnesses sought in theft investigation 


Feds invest $38.8 million into Brampton’s 


Police are looking for leads in 
connection with a theft that took 
place this past September in 
Brampton. 

The incident occurred on Sep. 
24, around 6:05 p.m. in the Air- 
port Road and Slough Street area, 
when the victim, a 22 year-old 
Caledon man, attended a restau- 
rant in the Kennedy Road and 
Dean Street area 20 minutes after 
attending a money lending busi- 
ness at Airport Road and Slough 
Street in Mississauga. 

Upon entering the restaurant, 
two suspects exited from the pas- 
senger seats of two separate vehi- 
cles, broke the passenger side 
window of the victim’s vehicle and 
stole a bag containing the victim’s 
money. 

The victim saw the theft occur 
and attempted to chase the sus- 
pects, receiving minor injuries in 
the process. 

One of the suspects fled the scene 
on foot, while another fled the 
scene in a dark grey Mazda 3. An- 
other vehicle associated with the 
theft, a silver Nissan Sentra, fled 
the scene. 

Police describe one of the sus- 
pects as male, South Asian, ap- 
proximately 5'9”, medium build 


with short black hair, wearing a 
navy blue Boston Red Sox baseball 
cap, blue medical mask, grey 
hoodless Calvin Klein sweatshirt, 
black pants, black and white shoes. 

The second suspect is described 
as male, South Asian, approxi- 
mately 5'7”, medium build. He was 
wearing a black Adidas baseball 
cap, a black and white long sleeve 
plaid shirt, black pants, black 
gloves and black and white shoes. 

Anyone with information is 
asked to call police at (905) 453- 
2121, ext. 2233. 


Riverwalk 


Brampton’s downtown core 
is set to get a major injection 
of federal funding, as the 
Riverwalk project has re- 
ceived a $38.8 million infra- 
structure boost. 

The federal government 
announced Sunday that the 
funds were being invested 
through its Disaster Mitiga- 
tion and Adaptation Fund 
(DMAF) for the project, 
which would see a 600- 
metre concrete channel built 
through the downtown core 
to project homes, businesses 
and parkland from flooding, 
alongside replacing bridges 
and raising roadways. 

Federal Infrastructure 
Minister Catherine McKenna 
and Brampton South MPP 
Sonia Sidhu said the funding 
will help support preserva- 
tion efforts and attract new 
investment in the commu- 
nity. 

“The upgrades will not only 


protect our residents and 
business owners, it will also 
help with the revitalization 
an transformation of 
Brampton's downtown core," 
Sidhu said. 

The city is also investing 
$58.2 million for the project, 
which will see bridges re- 
placed with larger span 
structures and elevated path- 
ways to prevent flooding in 
nearby areas. 

“This is a much welcome 
announcement... as it will 
not only move us one step 
closer to realizing the trans- 
formational Riverwalk proj- 
ect, but will also revitalize 
our community and put 
Brampton on the map for its 
innovative and impactful so- 
lution to mitigating flood 
risk, generating develop- 
ment and creating jobs, and 
improving public space for 
all to enjoy," said Brampton 
Mayor Patrick Brown. 
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The Truth... And Nothing But The Truth 


I have been in self- 
isolation since re- 
turning from 
overseas, and have 
had a lot of time to 
get acquainted with 
the current going-on 
in the media. 

I have worn out 
the buttons of my 
converter watching 
U.S. outlets like 
CNN and FOX on an 
hourly basis, along 
with CBC, CTV and 
CITY. 

Our Canadian 
news brings us both 
local, domestic and 
international news - 
all worth watching, 
but right now, I'm 
finding it boring and 
repetitive. 

It would be nice to 
have more direct 
composition on TV 
regarding our own 
political parties... 
hmmm. We're so 
Canadian. 


Peter Whitaker 
Publisher 


Americans only 
have one thing on 
their mind right now 
- Trump and Biden. 

Will the lawsuit 
succeed? Will he 
concede? How will 
the transition team 
work? Is the vaccine 
safe? Democrats 
and Republicans cir- 
cling the same wa- 
sons, and they take 
it to all levels. 

With the results of 
the U.S. election 
fairly close, with 146 
million people vot- 
ing, 70.6 million 
voting for Biden and 
70.1 million voting 
for Trump, these 
networks are throw- 
ing daggers at the 
voters and_ each 
other on an minute 
by minute basis. 

On Tuesday after- 
noon, it was wall to 
wall coverage on 
Trump battling each 


of the States he lost 
and Biden crying 
that Trump won't let 
him begin his transi- 
tion. 

FOX is bringing up 
the violence that oc- 
curred after this past 
weekend's Washing- 
ton Trump march. 
Their footage shows 
Trump supporters 
and ordinary fami- 
lies being attacked 
in plain view, and 
complaining that 
CNN, ABC, CBC and 
NBC are not cover- 
ing it. Further, they 
claimed that both 
Twitter and Face- 
book are blocking 
certain information 
from being seen. 

My take? This situ- 
ation is a byproduct 
of company _ back- 
room politics. The 
bosses at both CNN 
and FOX are as bad 
as each other. They 
are both looking at 
the bottom line and 
not the news. 

We have now trav- 
elled a full 180 de- 
grees away from 
reporting everyday 


news, and now are 
reporting reporters’ 
opinions under each 
programming direc- 
tor’s guidance. 

It’s not right or left 
is just plain wrong. 

I can't paint all 
broadcasters on 
each network with 
the same brush. 

I see FOX re- 
porters usually in 
the mid morning or 
early afternoon 
being fair to both 
parties. I don't see it 
as much on CNN, 
but at night its 
gloves off and the 
main evening 
mouthpiece person- 
alities go hard at 
both Trump and 
Biden and _ each 
other, making it very 
ugly to watch. 

I will give some 
credit to FOX — they 
do go to a newscast 
throughout the day, 
and do talk about 
many things other 
than politics, 

On the flipside, 
other than 
overnight, CNN is 
100 per cent Trump, 


FOX and Republi- 
can bashing. 

Whats the answer? 
These gigantic 
media companies 
need to remember 
and realize what 
they are doing to the 
U.S. and its people. 

The U.S. was built 
on values that have 
been eroded mostly 
by news organiza- 
tions, and _ what 
politicians are say- 
ing is mostly in re- 
sponse to what 
reporters ask. 

Just think about 
that for a minute... 
we need to get back 
to the independent 
reporters and not 
the “corporate” 
ones! 

Lets train and 
breed a new set of 
newspaper, maga- 
zine, radio and tele- 
vision writers and 
broadcasters and 
start over! 

With the way 
things are going in 
the media right now, 
this may be our ulti- 
mate downfall. 


Brampton pleads for a call to action as COVID-19 cases rise 


by Clover Sterling 


Political figures 
in Brampton are 
signalling a warn- 
ing bell in re- 
sponse to. the 
increased strain 
on the local 
healthcare system 
and influx of 
COVID-19 pa- 
tients in Bramp- 
ton hospitals. 

Members of the 
Ontario NDP met 
at a virtual press 
conference on 
Wednesday with a 
call to action for 
Premier Doug 
Ford to invest in 
the city’s hospital 
and healthcare 
system, saying 
that the commu- 
nity is already 
under _ serviced 
and in the height 
of a pandemic 
help is needed im- 
mediately. 


Digital Newspaper Peel Region con- 


tinues to be 
named one of the 
leading hot spots 
for COVID-19 
cases in the 
province, and the 
city of Brampton 
is at the epicenter, 
recording some of 
the highest posi- 
tivity rates in the 
province buoyed 
by private gather- 
ings and events. 

“Our hospitals 
will continue to be 
challenged,” Dr. 
Lawrence _ Loh, 
Peel’s medical of- 
ficer of health, 
who spoke during 
a press confer- 
ence in Brampton 
Wednesday after- 
noon, adding that 
the spiking case 
counts “deeply 
concern me”. 

Peel reported 
that Brampton 
had approxi- 


mately 1,874 ac- 
tive cases, with 
positivity rates at 
13.1 per cent and 
nearly 200 new 
infections per 


day. 

Loh added that 
he “remain(s) 
concerned” about 
the city and the 
challenges it con- 
tinues to face. 

Brampton 
Mayor Patrick 
Brown also 
praised the efforts 
of first responders 
and essential 
workers, and said 
that authorities 
should be doing 
more to support 
them instead of 
“finger-pointing” 
at root causes for 
the city’s case- 
load. 

Members of the 
Ontario NDP also 
said Wednesday 


—o- 


that more needs 
to be done to sup- 
port Brampton 
hospitals, in light 
of dwindling ca- 
pacity and 
COVID-19 pa- 
tients being sent 
to other hospitals 
in the province for 
treatment. 

“It has now been 
almost 10 months 
since Brampton 
City Council de- 
clared a_ health 
care emergency, 
and our commu- 
nity has yet to see 
the investments it 
needs,” said 
Brampton-Centre 
MPP Sara Singh, 
who appeared vir- 
tually beside her 
colleagues to ask 
the province to al- 
locate more re- 


sources to 
hospitals like 
Brampton Civic 


and Peel Memo- 
rial, which have 
bore the brunt of 
the increased case 


Public 
Health has been 
doing its best to 
fight. COVID-19 
with limited re- 
sources, and it’s 
long past time 
that the provincial 
government 
stepped in with 
dedicated _—sup- 
port,” said fellow 
MPP Kevin Yarde. 

The region re- 
ported this week 
that workplaces, 
travellers, out- 
breaks in institu- 
tions and 
congregate _ set- 
tings are some of 
the most likely ex- 
posure _ settings 
for confirmed 
cases. 
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vote-buying? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Canada, like many 
other countries, is 


facing a second 
wave of the COVID- 
19 epidemic. 

The country's cur- 
rent-year budget 
deficit has topped 
$350 billion, and 
the federal govern- 
ment's total debt is 
projected to exceed 
$1.1 trillion. 

The unemploy- 
ment rate has 
reached an all-time 
high, and this situa- 
tion is likely to con- 
tinue beyond 2021. 

Due to the gov- 
ernment's ambigu- 
ous policy, on the 
one hand, people 
are unemployed, 
and on the other 
hand, there is a 
shortage of workers 
in the country. 

Many people are 
also receiving gov- 
ernment allowances 
and doing cash 
work, which is 
causing a dual loss 
to the government 


accounts. Experts 
say the recovery 
will take a _ long 
time, and the econ- 
omy could go up 
and down many 
more times. 

The Trudeau gov- 
ernment failed to 
stop Corona-bound 
flights from abroad 
during the virus’ 
first wave, which 
Trudeau called a 
"science-based" de- 
cision. 

Now that COVID- 
19’s second wave is 
worse than the first, 
the Trudeau gov- 
ernment is once 
again allowing un- 
interrupted flights 
from Corona-bound 
countries. 

For those coming 
from abroad, the 
14-day quarantine 
rule has also be- 
come a ‘volunteer' 


type-rule. 
There is unem- 
ployment in the 


country, and col- 
leges are running 
online at universi- 
ties, but planes full 
of international stu- 
dents are landing 
every day. 
Immigration 
scams are rampant. 


Is the Trudeau government’s immigration policy a case of 


Sales of LMIA and 
PNP continue un- 
abated. Visas are 
being _ increased 
with fake college 
admission letters. 
Alleged DLIs (Des- 
ignated Learnin 

Institutions) an 

their admission 
agents are dominat- 
ing the federal and 
state governments. 

There is so much 
money in this busi- 
ness that it is lucra- 
tive for political 
parties and leaders. 

Canada's Immi- 
gration Minister, 
Marco Mendicino, 
recently announced 
an immigration tar- 
get of 1.2 million for 
the next three 
years. 

Immigration will 
be granted to 
401,000 people in 
2021, 411,000 in 
2022 and 421,000 
in 2023. 

In addition, mil- 
lions of illegal, al- 
leged refugees and 
millions of interna- 
tional students will 
come to Canada. 

With a 36-37 mil- 
lion population in 
our country, at least 
two million more 


will arrive in the 
next three years. 
There are few, if 


minimum wage. government prefers 
The law and order to conceal. The 
situation is deterio- Canadian govern- 


any, houses or rating, and the ment will accept 
apartments to live roads are filling up 59,500 refugees 
in via most major with traffic. next year 

cities. According toare- _—_ Also, another 


Prices continue to 
rise, and it is be- 
coming increasingly 
difficult for young 

eople to separate 
rom their parents. 

Rising costs have 
also made it diffi- 
cult to find jobs, 
and there has been 
an influx of people 
working under the 


port, even during 
the COVID-19 epi- 
demic, the Cana- 
dian government 
still accepts 250 
refugees every week 
and has accepted 
6,000 refugees 
since January. 
Illegals are differ- 
ent from the num- 
bers the 


5,500 foreign hu- 
manitarians will be 
recruited on the 
Competitive 
Ground. 

The Trudeau gov- 
ernment has failed 
in formulating an 
immigration policy 
tailored to Canada's 
needs, and its prior- 
ity is vote-buying. 


THE COMPASS 


KHEEKHKEE 


We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 


* Volunteer 


* Host a food drive 
* Follow us on social media 


www.thecompass.ca 
fy CompassFoodBank 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


The Sino-US con- 
flict, the conflict be- 
tween Islam and the 
West, may give rise 
to factors influencing 
a potential global 
conflict. 

In the race for U.S. 
supremacy, Jihadist 
terrorism has spread 
in New York, with 
Arab countries seek- 
ing to seize oil re- 
serves and 
developing countries 
as markets for their 
weapons and en- 
couraging gangs to 
spread violence in 
Arab countries and 
Afghanistan. 

This terrorism is 
continuing, targeting 
Christianity and the 
West. At present, Eu- 
rope is targeting ji- 
hadists. India is also 
affected. India has 
joined the U.S. camp 
due to its confronta- 
tion with China. 

Recently, there was 
an essential dialogue 
between India and 
the United States in 
New Delhi. The U.S. 
led a delegation to 
the "Two Plus Two" 
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talks, headed by Sec- 
retary of Defense 
Mark Esper and Sec- 
retary of State Mike 
Pompeo. Jaishankar 
and Defense Minis- 
ter Rajnath Singh. 

Five important 
agreements were 
signed between the 
two countries, mak- 
ing India one of the 
United States’ closest 
military partners. 

India will now be 
able to obtain from 
the United States the 
military techniques 
and information it 
provides to a select 
few. 

Because of the U.S., 
Kenya is also being 
targeted by terror- 
ists. Even Kenya is 
very strategically lo- 
cated in Africa; it has 
all the things that her 
enemies would want 
to destroy to attain 
some level of equilib- 
rium. 

Kenya enjoys a very 
cordial relationship 
with the U.S., which 
is believed to be one 
of the significant rea- 
sons for attacks. 

If you remember, 
in 1998, Al-Qaida 
wanted to teach the 
U.S. a lesson. Who 
did they attack? 
Kenya, simply be- 
cause a_ significant 
U.S. interest is in 


Kenya, including en- 
tities like the USAID, 
Rockefeller Founda- 
tion, Ford Founda- 
tion, and others. 

By bombing their 
embassy in Nairobi, 
the incident had a 
far-reaching effect 
on that relationship, 
with many Ameri- 
cans fearing coming 
to Africa through 
Kenya. 

I think a_ better 
question is, what are 
the chances of being 
killed in Nairobi 
compared to New 
York? New York has 
eight million inhabi- 
tants, compared to 
three million in 
Nairobi. 

Terrorists have hit 
both cities. But no 
one talks of not visit- 
ing New York be- 
cause of 9/11. And 
the collective num- 
ber of "terrorist" 
based deaths in 
Nairobi is less than 
400, including those 
of the 1998 "bomb 
blast". Kenya's 
northeastern region 
has recently become 
more dangerous. 

Part of the misin- 
formation is being 
caused by a media 
fraternity geared to- 
wards _ sensational 
news that empha- 
sizes the gory and the 


INVITATION 
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graphic. 

But historically, 
Nairobi has _ had 
fewer deaths from 
terrorism than New 
York. 

In a clear warning 
to China in inter- 
views after the talks, 
Pompeo said India 
should not feel alone 
in its efforts to curb 
China's growing ag- 
gression. 

According to him, 
the whole world is 
now beginning to un- 
derstand the danger 
posed by Marxist- 
Leninist ideology. 

Recently, India and 
the United States 
discussed in detail is- 
sues related to the 
UN Security Council 
agenda. 

The two countries 
have agreed to work 
together on their ex- 
pected values of a 
democratic, inclu- 
sive, and rule-based 
international order. 

Earlier this year, 
along with Ireland 
and Mexico, India 
was elected a tempo- 
rary member of the 
Security Council for 
two years starting 
from Jan. 1, 2021. 

The dialogue be- 
tween India and the 
U.S. reflects the two 
countries’ concerted 
efforts on several in- 


wrx 


Will racism, violence and terrorism lead to a world war? 


ternational issues. 
This coordination 
will emerge next year 
as a powerful part of 
the United Nations. 
The Indian Em- 
bassy said, "The two 
sides discussed the 
issues on the UN Se- 
curity Council 
agenda and recent 
developments in de- 
tail. The two coun- 
tries agreed to work 
together on their 
common values of 
democracy and the 


rule of law.” 
A recently con- 
cluded summit of the 


Communist Party of 
China (CPC) final- 
ized plans to build a 
thoroughly modern 
U.S.-style army by 
2027. 

The official news- 
paper Global Times 
quoted Chinese ana- 
lysts as saying that 
the 100th anniver- 
sary of the People's 
Liberation Army 
(PLA) would be com- 
pleted in 2027 and 
that China would 
build a fully modern 
army by then. This 
target has been set 
for the country's 
strengthening, and it 
will also meet the 
country's future de- 
fence needs. 

The United States, 
on the other hand, 


has. declared its 
friendship with India 
and announced that 
its troops would stick 
to the LAC (Ladakh) 
region in the winter 
and had no intention 
of retreating. 

This winter, the In- 
dian army will not 
withdraw from the 
Ladakh border. 

Besides, the gov- 
ernment has _ pro- 
vided some 
sophisticated 
weapons to the army. 
It is clear that China 
is in talks with India 
on the one hand and 
is engaged in mili- 
tary preparations on 
the other. 

The Indian govern- 
ment has also spoken 
of not withdrawing 
its troops from the 
border this time. It is 
clear that the United 
States and China are 
moving towards a 
third world war. Is- 
lamic countries can 
join the ranks of 
China. Conflict with 
France and disputes 
with Islamic coun- 
tries could be the 
cause. 

Look for additional 
discussion of this 
topic in future issues 
of Peel Weekly News. 


GTA MOBILE & LOCATIONS 
Hair Care, Cuts, Colours, Styles 
Product Recomendations, 
Facial Waxing, Ear Piercing 


HAIRSTYLIST 

25+ YEARS of Experience 
Serving Families & Individuals 
at their Homes & Workplaces! 
CUT | STYLE/SET | GO!GO!GO! 


Licensed | Insured | Services w/Receipt 
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Net Billing Options Available 
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Region teeters on lockdown as 
residents flout Diwali rules 


Continued from Pg 1 


When reached for 
comment, Gurud- 
wara Nanaksar rep- 
resentative 
Gurmeet Singh said 
that the staff called 
by-law enforcement 
and police immedi- 
ately to contain the 
situation, and that it 
was not aware of 
any fine issued 
against the gurd- 
wara itself. 

Peel Police Chief 
Nishan Duraiappah 
also urged residents 
to take caution 
while celebrating 
Diwali and other 
festive celebrations. 
"I know personally 
how important this 
time is for those cel- 


ebrating Diwali," 
Duraiappah said 
Saturday. "Please 
ensure that you se- 
riously adhere to 
our public health di- 
rections." 

While the Region 
continues to grap- 
ple with some of the 
highest positivity 
rates in the 
province, alongside 
Toronto and York 
Region, Premier 
Doug Ford warned 
that further lock- 
downs may be nec- 
essary, citing 
consultations with 
health profession- 


virus is 
spreading at an 
alarming rate," said 


_ Ais 


Ford during a press 
briefing at Queen's 
Park Wednesday af- 
ternoon. "The situa- 
tion is extremely, 
extremely serious... 
were looking at 
lockdown.” 

In Quebec, Mon- 
treal police also 
cracked down on a 
large gathering of 
people celebrating 
Diwali in defiance 
of health regula- 
tions. The incident 
took place at Gurd- 
wara Guru Nanak 
Darbar in LaSalle 
on Saturday 
evening. Two offi- 
cers arrived at the 
Gurdwara at 7 p.m. 
after receiving re- 
ports of excessive 


PEEL WEEKLY NEWS 


SMOOTH 


Music from your years 


Have a listen to some great music 


pedestrian presence 
outside the facility. 
The President of the 
Gurdwara, Harjit 
Singh Bajwa, said 
that only 25 people 
were present in the 
Gurdwara, and the 
rest were gathering 
outside the Gurd- 
wara. In the end, 
Montreal __ police 
confirmed that al- 
though no fines had 
been imposed, a 
general report on 
violations had been 
filed and may result 
in future fines. Cur- 
rently, Quebec Pub- 
lic Health has 
allowed only 25 
people to enter reli- 
gious places for reli- 
gious purposes. 


Artful Giving 


Police looking for leads 
after local hit-and-run 


Peel  Police’s 
Major Collision 
Bureau is look- 
ing for leads in 
connection with 
a hit-and-run in 
Mississauga this 
past weekend. 

The incident 
occurred on 
Nov. 14 in the 
Clarkson, 
around 10:20 
p-m. near the in- 
tersection of 
Lewisham and 
Truscott Drive, 
when a 55 year- 
old woman was 
struck by a vehi- 
cle that fled the 


scene. 

Officers rushed 
to the scene and 
found the victim 


Headwaters Arts Gallery 


on the roadway. 
The victim was 
later rushed toa 
trauma centre 
with serious in- 
juries. 

Police are ask- 
ing residents 
with any infor- 
mation, video 
surveillance, or 
dashcam footage 
in or around the 
intersection of 
Lewisham Drive 


and Truscott 
Drive between 
10 p.m. and 


10530) pullie) tO 
contact the 
Major Collision 
Bureau at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 


3710. 


aif 


Indian Grocery 
Fresh Fruits & Vegetables 
at Wholesale Prices 
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=, 
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dundasfruits@hotmail.com 
40 Dundas St. West, Mississauga, ON L5B 1H4 
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Brampton schools announce COVID-19 out- 


breaks 


Four COVID-19 outbreaks at 
schools in Brampton have 
been reported, according to a 
media contact from the Peel 
District School Board (PDSB). 

The first outbreak has been 
confirmed at Turner Fenton 
Secondary School in Bramp- 
ton, according to Ryan Strang 
from the PDSB. 

Strang said Peel Public 
Health declared the outbreak 
on Nov. 17. 

There are currently five ac- 
tive confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 at Turner Fenton 
Secondary School. Those stu- 
dents were also in an affected 
class; they were notified when 
they should return to school or 
go for a test and self-isolate at 
home. 

Turner Fenton remains open 
as the rest of the classes con- 
tinue the regular study. 

According to John Staba, the 
school principal, to further 
protect students and staff, 
Peel Public Health declared an 
outbreak at the school. 

“T know hearing the word 
outbreak is likely unsettling. 
An outbreak means that some- 
one may have gotten the virus 
from someone else at school 
rather than in the community. 
It also means that anyone 
from our school tested for 
COVID-19 will get their results 
back sooner,” Staba said late 
last week. 

A second outbreak occurred 
at Sandalwood Heights High 
School in Brampton. Strang 


said the outbreak was an- 
nounced on Nov. 13. 

According to the school's 
website, there were two active 
COVID-19 cases at the school, 
and neither classroom had 
closed. Sandalwood Heights is 
still open. 

A third outbreak was 
recorded at Mount Royal Pub- 
lic School in Brampton on 
Nov. 13. According to their 
website, two active cases were 
confirmed, and two class- 
rooms were closed due to ex- 
posure, but Mount Royal 
school remains open. 

The fourth outbreak was an- 
nounced at the Larkspur Pub- 
lic School on November 6. 
According to the Larkspur 
website, one active case was 
reported, but no class has 
been closed. 

There are also cases reported 
at Burne Elm Public School. 
Strang believes that Burnt Elm 
has two confirmed cases, and 
one classroom is closed, but it 
is not an "outbreak." So, both 
schools remain open. 

"Peel Public Health's proto- 
col is to direct individuals who 
have been asked to self-isolate 
also to get tested," said Strang. 

As of Nov. 16, Peel Region 
has reported a total of 20,154 
confirmed cases, and 340 peo- 
ple have died from the illness 
as of Nov. 13 since the begin- 
ning of the pandemic. 

There are total of 85 out- 
breaks at institutions in Peel. 
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Brampton construction company dinged $150k 


after industrial fatality 


A Brampton-based con- 
struction company has 
been fined $150,000 in 
connection with a fatal in- 
dustrial accident that oc- 
curred last year at a 
Caledon job site. 

The fine was leveled last 
week against Graham 
Bros. Construction, lo- 
cated on Rutherford Road 
South in Brampton, con- 
cerning an incident that 
occurred on Jan. 14, 2019 
at a worksite in the Heart 
Lake Road and King Street 
area. 

On the day of the inci- 
dent, the company was 
resurfacing a portion of 
King Street, along with wa- 
termain repairs. 

During the construction, 
several workers were 
tasked with placing water 
pipes at the bottom of a 
trench to connect a con- 
crete catch basin. 

At the time of the inci- 
dent, a worker was using a 
hydraulic excavator to 
level the ground with an 
excavator bucket, while a 
second worker was using 
hand signal to guide the 
worker, and a third was 
standing at the top of the 
trench on one side. 


Investigators later dis- 
covered that the operator 
of the excavator had his 
view of the trench wall 
fully obstructed by the 
placement of the bucket, 
though he could see the 
second worker’s hand sig- 
nals. 

The second worker was 
struck and pinned between 
the excavator and the 
catch basin when the oper- 
ator was removing a 
bucket of earth. 

The third worker and an 
off-duty police officer who 
was hired by the company 
to direct traffic became 
aware of the event and 
called emergency medical 
services. The injured 
worker was taken to hos a 
tal and succumbed to t 
injuries. 

Graham Brothers Con- 
struction was later fined 
$150,000 in Brampton 

rovincial offences court 
or failing to ensure that 
the signaller was in full 
view of the excavator oper- 
ator. 

The court also imposed a 
25 per cent victim sur- 
charge. 
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Leaders acknowledge Diwali while stressing safety 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Federal and local 
leaders urged cau- 
tion this past week- 
end as the Indian 
community recog- 
nized Diwali cele- 
brations. 

The annual “Fes- 
tival of Lights,” 
held on Nov. 14, 
saw Peel Region at- 
tract the spotlight 
for all the wrong 
reasons, as resi- 
dents were encour- 
aged to recognize 
the annual festivi- 
ties indoor or 
within their social 
bubble. 

Canadian PM 
Justin Trudeau 
said that while “it’s 
so exciting to be 
able to celebrate 
with the South 
Asian commu- 
nity.... we're all 
struggling with 
COVID right now, 
and having to cele- 
brate and come to- 
gether virtually to 
keep our loved 
ones safe.” 

Trudeau also said 
that the message of 
Diwali “has never 
been more impor- 
tant: light, good, 
and knowledge will 


buildbeautiful 


always _ triumph 
over darkness, evil, 
and __ ignorance,” 
and thanked first 
responders and 
support organiza- 
tions for their work 
during the pan- 
demic. 

At the same time, 
Dr. Theresa Tam, 
Canada's chief 
medical officer of 
health, says she 
understood the dif- 
ficulty of not being 
able to celebrate 
with friends and 
family, but says 
doing so is impor- 
tant, as Canada is 
seeing a rise in 
COVID-19 cases. 

The province has 
indicated that ad- 
ditional lockdowns 


could be coming 
for Peel, Toronto 
and York Regions, 
stressing that the 
situation is “ex- 
tremely serious” 
and that residents 
should refrain 
from hosting pri- 
vate gatherings. 

“The virus is 
spreading at an 
alarming rate in 
these areas,” said 
Premier Doug Ford 
Wednesday during 
a press briefing. 
“We're looking at 
lockdown in 
Toronto, Peel and 
York.” 

The Indian Cana- 
dian community in 
Brampton and 
Mississauga were 
able to celebrate 


Diwali with short- 


range _ fireworks 
this year. 
Mandirs and 


Gurdwaras, places 
of worship, were 
allowed to hold the 
Diwali prayers but 
with social dis- 
tances and proper 
guidelines. 

A Brampton Gur- 
dwara was fined, 
along with dozens 
of residents, after 
an overflow crowd 
gathered outside a 
site near McLaugh- 
lin Road on Satur- 
day evening, 
prompting inter- 
vention from Peel 
Police and by-law 
enforcement. 


SRO program gets the axe 


A controversial 
police-based pro- 
gram in schools 
1s no more. 

Peel Police an- 
nO Un ¢ ec d 
Wednesday 
evening that the 
School Resource 
Program, which 


delegated officers 
to various 
schools within 


the region to fa- 


cilitate com- 
plaints that 
occurred, was 
paused _ earlier 


this year for the 
force to corre- 
spond with the 
community. 
That commu- 
nity review re- 
sulted in 
feedback indicat- 
ing the program 
“caused a nega- 
tive impact on 
segments of our 
school _popula- 
tion,” a Peel Po- 
] i c e 
representative 
said Wednesday. 
The community 
review produced 
concerns and dis- 
cussion regard- 
ing systemic 
racism and the 
disproportion- 


ately punitive ef- 
fects that the pro- 
gram, which had 
not been updated 
in 20 years, had 
produced. 
Earlier 
summer, repre- 
sentatives from 
the Peel District 
School Board 
said the decision 
to pause the SRO 


this 


program was 
“necessary.” 
“We have heard 


from members of 
our school com- 
munities, in par- 
ticular those who 
identify as Black 
and Indigenous, 
that they do not 
feel safe when 
SRO’s and other 
police officers are 
present in Peel 
schools,” said 
PDSB interim di- 
rector of educa- 
tion Jaspal Gill. 

According to 
Peel Police, the 
force will con- 
tinue to work 
with the commu- 
nity regarding 
student engage- 
ment program- 
ming. 


Stormwater Master Plan 


mississauga.ca/stormwater-master-plan 
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Annual food drive celebrates milestone anniversary 


The Punjabi radio producers of CJMR 
1320 AM radio station have once again 
rallied around Seva Food Bank to help 
fight hunger in the community with a 
milestone anniversary food drive! 

This year, the station will host the 1oth 
abbyak Radiothon and Food Drive. The 
previous nine radiothons and food drives 
have collectively raised over a million dol- 
lars and over 400,000 pounds of food for 
Seva Food Bank. 

The 2020 Radiothon will take place all 
day on Monday, Nov. 30, coinciding with 
Guru Nanak’s birth anniversary. Support- 
ers can call into any of the Punjabi shows 
and make their pledge on the air. Listen- 
ers will also be able to make donations on 
the Nov. 28 and 29 weekend, on Dil Apna 
Punjabi, Surkhaab Radio, Sadda Virsa, 
Hum, Road News Rangoli, Voice of Asia, 
Saajh Dilan Di and Asian Vision pro- 


grams. 
In light of the pandemic, the 2020 Food 
Drive is virtual, comprising 13 Days of 


Giving, which runs through Friday, Nov. 
27. Most needed items and drop off loca- 
tions are listed at sevafoodbank.com/ra- 
diothon. 

“As Sikhs around the world will celebrate 
the birth of Guru Nanak in 2020, we are 
reminded that Seva Food Bank is founded 
on Guru Nanak’s values of chardi kala 
(eternal optimism), sarbat da bhalla (well- 
being of all), and seva (selfless service),” 
remarks radio host Kuldip Deepak. “This 
pandemic period means more people are 
in need than ever before. We are so proud 
to support Seva Food Bank via the Radio- 
thon, now in its 10th year.” 

“The families we serve at Seva Food 
Bank face sometimes impossible choices. 
Who would want to have to choose be- 
tween buying food or paying rent? Or 
going hungry all day so that your children 
could eat? This is a reality for many fami- 
lies we serve. Hunger and poverty is real, 
and exists in our own neighbourhoods” 
says Seva Food Bank board member, Jyoti 


Bedi. “This year, the COVID-19 pandemic 
has made the situation even more acute. 
Your support is SO needed, and enables us 
to feed over 1,000 families monthly.” 

CJMR 1320’s General Manager Matt 
Caine says, “Last year we helped Seva 
Food Bank with over $200,000 in pledges 
and 44,000 pounds of food. Over nine 
years we have passed the $1,000,000 
milestone in total donations. An incredi- 
ble achievement! This year, it could be ar- 
gued that the need in our community has 
NEVER been greater. For our tenth radio- 
thon fundraiser, CJMR offers to match 20 
pledges of $500.” 

Seva Food Bank first opened its doors in 
Sep. 2010 and has grown to distribute 
over 100,000 pounds of food a month to 
1,000 client families. As part of the Mis- 
sissauga Food Bank’s city-wide network, it 
provides safe, nutritious and culturally ap- 
propriate food to clients from its 
Wolfedale Road and Malton locations. 


This week’s feature video. 
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Location: 


113 Lakeshore Rd East 
Port Credit, ON, Canada 


Phone Number: 
(905) 486-0191 


Email Address: 


info@zestforliving.ca 


Zest for Living 
Port Credit 


Join us today for shopping ina 
bubble call today to 
book your group. 


Shop for gifts, home decor and fashion accessories. We always feature nautical and 
Canadiana collections. Be sure to check out our great selection of greeting cards. 


Letter to the Edito 


Building — cli- 
mate resilience 
is crucially im- 
portant for On- 
tario. 

The proposed 
changes con- 
tained in the 
current Ontario 
government's 
omnibus Bill 
229 being ap- 
plied to conser- 
Va bo) in 
authorities will 
not achieve this 
important task. 

To the con- 
trary, the pack- 
age of 
amendments as 
proposed in 
Schedule 6 of 
Bill 229 are 
likely to set 
back watershed 
planning and 
implementation 
of an ecosys- 
tem-based a 

roach y 

ecades. 

As such, it is 
recommended 
by experts in 
this field includ- 
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ing , civil engi- 
neers, lawyers, 
urban planners, 
environmental- 
ists, naturalists, 
biologists, and 
others, that 
Schedule 6 not 
be enacted in its 
present form 
and instead be 
withdrawn in its 
entirety from 
Bill 229. 
Further, it is 
ee recom- 
mended that the 


November 14 - Oil 
November 15 - Salt 
November 16 - Sugar 
November 17 - Snacks 
November 18 - Baby Formula 
November 19 - Diapers (any size) 
November 20 - Rice 
November 21 - Hygiene Products 
November 23 - Cereal & Oatmeal 
November 24 - Coffee & Tea Bags 
November 25 - Dry Beans & Lentils 
November 26 - Pasta & Sauce 
November 27 - Atta 


Ontario govern- 
ment immedi- 
ately seek to 
ensure that the 
current man- 
date of the 
province’s 36 
conservation 
authorities be 
maintained and 
enhanced, in 
order to effec- 
tively protect, 
restore and 


manage the wa- 
tersheds where 
95 percent of 
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the people of 
Ontario reside 
and for future 
generations. 


Peter Bailey 
Brampton 


Letters sub- 
mitted to Peel 
Weekl News 
may be edited 
for grammar 
and/or clarity. 
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New by-law aims to 


Building off the back 
of a motion an- 
nounced earlier this 
month that would 
allow temporary pa- 
tios in Mississauga to 
remain open through 
the winter, local coun- 
cillors are considering 
atemporary by-law to 
allow additional out- 
door retail stores. 

The city's General 
Committee mulled 
over a by-law at their 
Nov. 18 meeting that 
would allow for addi- 
tional outdoor recre- 
ational, outdoor and 
retail establishments, 
in a bid to boost busi- 
ness in the city during 
the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

Councillors said at 
the meeting that they 
have received multi- 
ple requests regarding 
outdoor business 
usage that aren't per- 
mitted by current 
zoning by-laws, and 
that a proposed 
change to the rules 
would help support 
local revenue. 

The city previously 
approved the exten- 
sion of a temporary 
patio program at last 
week's regular council 


Annual 


I’ boost outdoor retail 


meeting that would 
allow restaurants and 
bars to continue serv- 
ing food and bever- 
ages on outdoor 
patios through Dec. 
31, 2021. 

A statutory public 
meeting scheduled for 
December 9, 2020 is 
required to enact the 
proposed outdoor re- 
tail temporary use by- 
law. If moved by 
Council next week, 
enforcement of the 
zoning by-law provi- 
sions which currently 
do not permit outdoor 
retail sales and dis- 
play and_ outdoor 
recreational and en- 
tertainment establish- 
ments will be 
suspended until the 
public meeting takes 
place and the tempo- 
rary use by-law en- 
acted. 

The meeting will be 
hosted online, begin- 
ning at 9:30 a.m. Res- 
idents wishing to have 
their views known re- 
garding the by-law 
can register for the 
meeting by calling 
(905) 615-3200, ext. 
3795, before Dec. 7 at 
4 p.m. to confirm 
their attendance. 


Guru Nanak 


Gurpurab 


Food Drive 


November 13 - 27, 2020 


#13DaysOfGiving #ShopForSeva 


PDN November 19, 2020_Layout 1 11/19/2020 7:46 AM Page 17 C3 


Headwaters Arts Gallery 


Artists: 


Karen Brown, Amy Brown Coleman, Erica Campitelli, Marnie Cooke, 

Marj Dennis, Helen Duplassie, Michelle Hudson, Debra Jones, 

Jolanta Jung, Kim Kampen, Susan Kelly, Melissa Kristensen Smith, 

George Kuipers, Jennifer Massaroni, Rob McFarlane, Deb Menken, 

Rosemary Molesworth, Sherry Park, Deborah Powell, Ann Randeraad, 

Kathleen Rodgers, Hildie Sausik, Steve Sestic, Kathryn Thomson Sperea ee 


WHERE: Headwaters / Alton Mill 
Headwaters Arts Gallery 


in the Alton Mill Arts Centre, 
1402 Queen St W., Alton 


- Headwaters Arts is a not-for-profit, volunteer-driven, membership 
== organization. We serve as an umbrella multi-discipline arts organization 


Headwaters for the Headwaters region. Headwaters Arts exists to bring together HeadwatersArts.com 
a rt S artists and supporters to promote the development, appreciation, and 
enjoyment of all arts in the Hills of Headwaters. 


Ligh ~ Dufferin 2 g CENTRAL 
Thank r nsors: JAMES DICK DC count C US wVer COUNTIES 
a you to our sponsors ~toevering Care BovOpley Smee 1920 CONSTRUCTION LIT eae TOWN OF CALEDON ee TOURISM 
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Vehicle sought in Brampton 
hit-and-run incident 


Police are 
looking for a ve- 
hicle that was 
involved in a 
hit-and-run in- 
cident that took 
place in Bramp- 
ton late last 
week. 

Peel Police’s 
Major Collision 
Bureau said the 
incident _hap- 
pened early in 
the morning of 
Nov. 12 in the 
Queen __ Street 
and The Gore 
Road, around 6 
a.m. 

Authorities re- 
sponded after 
receiving a re- 
port about a col- 
lision in the 
area, and _ lo- 
cated a 74 year- 
old woman, who 
was crossing an 
intersection in 
the area when 
she was struck 
by the vehicle, 
which — subse- 
quently fled the 
scene. 


A R 


Police say the 
victim was 
transported to 
the hospital by 
paramedics and 
remains’ there 
for continuing 
treatment of her 
injuries. The 
suspect did not 
remain at the 
scene to render 
aid to the vic- 
tim. 

Video is still 
being sought in 
connection with 
the incident, 
and police are 
asking any resi- 
dents who may 
have dashcam 
footage of the 
incident to con- 
tact police im- 


mediately. 
Anyone’ with 

additional in- 

formation re- 


garding the case 
is asked to call 
the Major Colli- 
sion Bureau at 


(905) 453-2121, 
ext. 3710. 


Tea JRE 
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New campaien rolls out to support 
Caledon i ae sil 


Struggling _ busi- 
nesses in Caledon 
are getting an addi- 
tional lifeline this 
holiday season, as 
the Town an- 
nounced a new cam- 
paign Wednesday to 
support them with 
additional market- 
ing support. 

The oes rolled 
out the #LoveLocal- 
Caledon campaign, a 
revamped “shop 
local” campaign that 
urges residents to 
support their local 
businesses through 
patronage, via a va- 


riety of marketing 
initiatives that in- 
clude local advertis- 
ing, posters, social 
media posts — and 
even branded non- 
medical masks to 
encourage visibility 
in the community. 
The campaign was 
approved by Cale- 
don councillors this 
week as a way to en- 
courage residents to 
order and pickup 
food from _ their 
favourite —_restau- 
rants, visit their 
favourite local shops 
and keep money 


Caledon 


Business 


#LoveLocalCaledon 


N \DigeZ 


Vek TU AL 


flowing locally in the 
community. 

“It’s one of the 
great things about 
this | community... 
people want to 
help,” said Mayor 
Allan Thompson. 
“This campaign taps 
into community 
pride, creates visibil- 
ity for our busi- 
nesses and _ helps 
local business get 
through these tough 
economic times.” 

As part of the cam- 
paign, each Tuesday 
in December has 
been declared as 


“Love Local Tues- 
days,” with residents 
encouraged to shop 
and dine locally. 
Tuesday is typically 
considered a slower 
day for many busi- 
nesses and restau- 
rants. 

The Town is also 
encouraging _resi- 
dents to share their 
love for local busi- 
ness on their social 
networks by using 
the hashtag #Love- 


LocalCaledon for 
their favourite local 
businesses. 


P RSE S” EN: sis 


HOL | DAR 
BAZAAR “ee 


NOVEMBER 


2, Ox2za0 


ele, 


WEEKLY 
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Construction council launches PPE blitz in Mississauga 


by Alex Gregory 

A GTA-based 
construction coun- 
cil kicked off a 
major donation 
blitz of personal 
protective equip- 
ment in Missis- 
sauga earlier this 
week. 

The announce- 
ment was made by 
Vaughan-based 


Residential Con- 
struction Council 
of Ontario 
(RESCON), which 
hosted a launch 
event at the Mus- 
lim Association of 
Canada and Olive 
Grove School 
alongside provin- 
cial Labour, Train- 
ing and_ Skills 


Development Min- 
ister Monte Mc- 
Naughton and 
other dignitaries. 
The council said 
Tuesday that it will 
be donating 
$40,000 worth of 
PPE to four com- 
munity groups and 
local charities in 
the province, in- 


MA@ 


OLIVE GROVE SCHOOL Ce 


cluding the afore- 
mentioned associ- 
ation, St. Clare’s 
Multifaith Hous- 
ing Society; United 
Jewish Appeal; 
and Edvance. 

In a_ statement 
released _ earlier 
this week, 
RESCON said _ it 
helped deploy 


COVID-19_proto- 
cols at residential 
construction sites 
at the onset of the 
pandemic earlier 
this year, and that 
the residential 
construction sec- 
tor has helped pro- 
duce __ guidelines 
and documents to 
prevent the spread 
of the virus at such 
sites - documents 
that have been ap- 
proved by industry 
and labour lead- 
ers. 

“With this sec- 
ond wave of the 
pandemic upon us, 
our industry 
wanted to give 
back to schools, 
those who. are 
without homes, 
and the commu- 
nity at large by 
providing the nec- 
essary PPE such as 
masks and hand 


sanitizer to help 


keep students 
safe,” said 
RESCON presi- 
dent Richard 
Lyall. 

“The — ground- 


work laid by con- 
struction 
contributed to the 


industry doing 
well in dealing 
with COVID-19 


across Ontario and 
that is why we 
want to give back 
to Ontario com- 
munities. 
RESCON will con- 
tinue to prioritize 
the health and 
safety of workers 
and work with in- 
dustry and govern- 
ment to ensure 
that appropriate 
measures are 
being taken on 
construction 
sites.” 


Brampton plans Community Youth Hubs with input 


According to 
2016 census data, 
there are 130,600 
young people ages 
14 to 29 in 
Canada’s ninth 
largest city of 
Brampton, making 
our community 
one of the 
youngest in the 
country. 

Through re- 
search and engage- 
ment , 
thecommunity has 
made it clear that 
Brampton’s youth 
need their own fo- 
cused spaces. 

Now, the City of 
Brampton is creat- 
ing two dedicated 
Community Youth 
Hubs — one at Cen- 
tury Gardens 
Recreation Centre 
and the _ other 
within South 


Fletcher’s 
splex. 

What will these 
spaces look like? 
According to 
Yvonne  Sinniah, 
the city’s Manager, 
Strategic Commu- 
nity Development 
and Program Part- 
nerships, and 
COVID-19 Youth 
Support Task 
Force Lead, it’s up 
to Brampton’s 
youth. 

“We're undergo- 
ing a thorough 
consultation 
process with resi- 
dents and stake- 
holders to design 


Sport- 


and implement 
these new youth 
hubs,” said Sin- 


niah. “This process 
will help inform 
important  deci- 
sions like whether 


the spaces will be 
open on weekends 
or weekdays, what 
services they will 
offer, and what 
they will look and 
feel like.” 

Brampton’s 
young people now 
have the opportu- 
nity to inform the 
design _ process, 
providing their 
feedback on what 
they'd like to see at 
the hubs. 

Options for pro- 
gramming include 
professional devel- 
opment, __recre- 
ational and 
creative activities, 
and special events. 

Hours could 
range from week- 
days from 9 a.m. - 
5 p.m., weekday 
evenings, week- 
ends from 9 a.m. - 


5 p.m., or weekend 
evenings. 

Finally, the hubs 
could include a va- 
riety of interior de- 
sign features, such 
as lounge space 
set-ups comprised 
of large tables for 
groups, individual 
workspaces, and 
more. 

With input from 
the city’s consulta- 
tion process with 
residents and 
stakeholders, the 
design process will 
begin in Winter 
2021 - part of the 
City’s Parks and 
Recreation Master 
Plan. 

Funding for the 
Youth Hubs will be 
provided through 
the City of Bramp- 
ton 2020-2022 
capital budget 


—o- 


($5.85M) and Re- 
gion of Peel 2020 
capital budget 
($6.0M). 

“We need to 
know what Bramp- 
ton’s youth think 
belongs in these 
spaces,” said 
Harkirat Singh, 
City Councillor, 
Wards 9 and 10, 
and Youth Support 
Task Force Co- 
Chair. 

“With young peo- 
ple ages 14 to 29, 
that could be a 
wide range of of- 
ferings to meet 
youth at every age 
and life stage along 
the way.” 

Brampton youths 
aged 14 to 29 can 
register for an on- 
line workshop and 
have their say on 
designing and pro- 


gramming the 
Community Youth 
Hubs. Youth can 
register for one of 
the following ses- 
sions: 
Nov. 10 — 7 p.m. 
Nov. 12 — 7 p.m. 
Nov. 19 — 7 p.m. 
Registration is 
now open. The 
first 50  partici- 
pants at each 
workshop date will 
get a free Bramp- 
ton Recreation 
pass, which can be 
used to attend a 
swim, skate or fit- 
ness program. All 
participants who 
attend a workshop 
will be entered to 
win an annual fit- 
ness membership. 
Participants can 
register at bramp- 
ton.ca/recreation. 
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Regional Council pledges overhaul of SIU 
via new motion 


Peel _Region’s 
council will push 
to seek more 
transparency and 
accountability 
from the province 
regarding their 
Special Investiga- 
tions Unit (SIU). 

Regional coun- 
cillors approved a 
motion to ask the 
province to put ad- 
ditional reforms in 
place to make the 
SIU more account- 
able to the public, 
including — timely 
sharing of infor- 
mation related to 
investigations, en- 
forcing the Com- 
munity Safety and 
Policing Act, urg- 
ing the province to 
hold officers to 
ene accounta- 

ility by forcing 
them to hand over 
their case notes if 
they’re involved in 
an active investi- 
gation, and ensur- 
ing that officers 
make up no more 
than 50 per cent of 
any SIU team. 

The motion also 
requests that the 


province introduce 
additional changes 
to the Mental 
Health Act to 
allow first respon- 
ders to intervene 
in cases where an 
individual is suf- 
fering a mental 
healt crisis, 
rather than police 
officers. 

The motion, 
spurred on recent 
cases involving in- 
dividuals in crisis 
being involved in 
altercations - 
sometimes fatal - 
with police, seeks 
to link the work of 
coordinating men- 


Online Art 
Workshops for South 
Asian Seniors In: 


- MUSIC 


- DANCE 


- VISUAL 
NS 


tal health systems 
in the region 
across provincial 
lines. 

“We've known 
for a long time 
that we need more 
transparency ac- 
countability in 
policing, in partic- 
ular when it comes 
to SIU investiga- 
tions,” said Missis- 
sauga Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie. 
“T am confident 
that the Premier 
and the Solicitor 
General will do the 
right thing and 
take action to im- 
mediately address 


needed police re- 
form at the provin- 
cial level.” 

In a statement, 
the Region said 
that Regional 
Chair Nando Ian- 
nicca will seek to 
meet in-person 
with Premier Doug 
Ford and Solicitor 
General Sylvia 
Jones to adocate 
for the need to im- 

lement changes 
rom a recent set 
of reports written 
by Justice Michael 
Tulloch regarding 
the role of the SIU 
in the community. 


20 


City seeks input on 
stormwater plan 


Residents 
looking to pro- 
vide their input 
on rainwater 
systems in Mis- 
sissauga will 
have their 
chance this win- 
ter, as Missis- 
sauga will be 
hosting online 
consultations to 
solicit 
feedback. 

The city an- 
nounced Tues- 
day that it is 
looking for 
feedback ___re- 
garding its 
Stormwater 
Master Plan, 
which outlines 
issues and 
strategies _re- 
lated to flooding 
and water qual- 
ity. 

Residents are 
encouraged to 
complete an on- 
line survey to 
share their 
thoughts and 


public 


ideas on the de- 
velopment’ of 
the plan. 

Input collected 
through the on- 
line survey will 
help the city de- 
fine a vision for 
the future of 
managing 
stormwater. 

Stormwater 
(rainwater) is 
the rain and 
melted snow 
flowing from 
your property 
that drains into 
streets, ditches, 
storm drains 
and water- 
courses, and 
then into Lake 
Ontario. 

The deadline 
to complete the 
survey is Tues- 
day, Dec. 1. 

To fill out the 
survey, visit the 
website at mis- 
sissauga.ca/stor 
mwater-master- 
plan. 
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Mississauga Welcomes New National Research Facility 


The National Re- 
search Council of 
Canada (NRC) has 
opened a new ad- 
vanced materials 
research facility in 
Mississauga to 
serve as a national 
clean energy hub 
supporting re- 
search into new 
materials for in- 
dustrial develop- 
ment and 
commercializa- 
tion, the city an- 
nounced _ earlier 
this week. 

“We are thrilled 
that NRC chose 
Mississauga to lo- 
cate its new re- 
gional advanced 
materials research 
hub. Mississauga 
is home to one of 
Canada’s largest, 
most diverse ad- 
vanced manufac- 
turing — sectors,” 
said Bonnie Crom- 
bie, Mayor of Mis- 
sissauga. 

“NRC _ Missis- 
sauga will become 
a key innovation 
asset in our City 
and will bring to- 


gether industrial 
and academic 
partners to de- 
velop __ products, 
devices and_ sys- 
tems that will cre- 
ate jobs and help 
Canada reach its 
sustainability 
goals. The city 
looks forward to 
working with and 
supporting the 
NRC and its key 
stakeholders as 
they conduct 
world-class, inno- 
vative research 
right here in Mis- 
sissauga.” 

The facility will 
support and un- 
dertake founda- 
tional research of 
new clean energy 
materials and 
transition them for 
industrial use. 

It will act as a re- 
gional innovation 
hub for clean tech- 
nologies, and will 
be part of the 
Canadian Campus 
for Advanced Ma- 
terials Manufac- 
turing (CCAMM), 
a joint initiative 


between the NRC 
and the Xerox Re- 
search Centre of 
Canada (XRCC) 
that is adjacent to 
NRC Mississauga. 

“The opening of 
our new facility in 
Mississauga repre- 
sents a major step- 
ping stone for the 
National Research 
Council of Canada 
in advancing 
Canada’s clean en- 
ergy agenda,” said 
Roger Scott-Dou- 
glas PhD, Acting 
President, Na- 
tional Research 
Council of Canada. 

“Our vision is for 
this collaborative 
hub to become the 
home to new tech- 
nologies that will 
enable industry to 
be more sustain- 
able. We look for- 
ward to working 
with our partners 
in accelerating the 
development of 
advanced materi- 
als technologies 
and their commer- 
cialization into 
disruptive prod- 


ucts for industry.” 

Over 11,000 
companies fall into 
industries that 
perform high lev- 
els of research and 
development, the 
city said this week. 

The fully com- 
pleted NRC facility 
in Mississauga will 
add roughly 100 
researchers and 
support staff from 
the NRC, and a 
broad range of col- 
laborators and 


partners from aca- 
demia, other gov- 


ernment depart- 
ments and indus- 
try, from Canada 
and around the 
world. 
“Mississauga is 
at the centre of 
Canada’s ad- 
vanced manufac- 
turing industry. 
Developing world- 
class products for 
blue chip clients 
from around the 
world, this sector 
employs some of 
the brightest and 
most talented 
Canadians,” said 


Bonnie Brown, Di- 
rector of Economic 
Development. 
“The city actively 
engages with our 
world-class manu- 
facturers, aca- 
demic institutions 
and government 
partners to create 
an exceptionally 
integrated ecosys- 
tem of top talent, 
product develop- 
ment and continu- 
0) u S 
improvement.” 


City pushes for opportunities for diverse businesses 


Brampton is 
officially the 
newest corpo- 
rate member of 
five non-profit 
Supplier Certi- 
fication Organ- 
izations: Buy 
Social Canada; 
the Canadian 
Aboriginal and 
Minority Sup- 
plier Council; 
the Canadian 
Gay and Les- 
bian Chamber 
of Commerce; 
the Inclusive 
Workplace 
Supply Council 
of Canada and 
WBE Canada, 
Certified 
Women Busi- 
ness Enter- 


prises. 

The city said 
Tuesday that it 
intends to cre- 


ate equitable 
access for small 
and medium 


businesses, in- 
cluding but not 
limited to, 
women, Indige- 
nous people, 
visible minori- 
ties, veterans, 
persons’ with 
disabilities, 
LGBTQ2S- 
owned organi- 
zations and 
social purpose 
enterprises, to 
bid on procure- 
ment projects 
and do more 
business in 


Brampton. 

The an- 
nouncement 
represents a 
milestone’ in 
the city’s new 
Supply Chain 
Diversity Pro- 
gram, which of- 
fers Certified 
Diverse Suppli- 
ers equitable 
access to bid- 
ding on _—pro- 
Cure M.en 1 
projects valued 
at $25,000 to 
$100,000. 

“We support 
businesses 
owned by all 
people. Im- 
proving our 
supplier diver- 
sity demon- 


strates how 
Brampton is an 
inclusive com- 
munity, where 
everyone is en- 
couraged to do 
business with 
the city,” said 
Wards 9& 10 
city councillor 
Harkirat Singh 
Tuesday. “Di- 
verse busi- 
nesses. should 
apply to be a 
part of the Cer- 
tified Diverse 
Supplier List as 
soon as_ they 
Cali,” 

A diverse sup- 
plier is a busi- 


ness that is at 
least 51 per 
cent owned, 


—o- 


managed and 
controlled by 
an equity-seek- 
ing community 
or social pur- 


pose enter- 
prise. 
Eligible — di- 


verse suppliers 
should be certi- 
fied by one or 
more of the 
above organi- 
zations in order 
to bid on city 
procurement 
projects. 

Starting in 
spring 2021, 
the city will ac- 
cess its Certi- 
fied Diverse 
Supplier List 
for Invitational 
Procurements 


valued at 
$25,000 to 
$100,000. 


Through this 
program, when 
the city invites 
bids from or- 
ganizations, it 
will include at 
least one busi- 
ness from its 
Certified  Di- 
verse Supplier 
List to bid on 
the given proj- 
ect. 

For more in- 
formation, visit 
the city’s bids 
and tenders 
website at 
brampton.bid- 
sandtenders.ca. 


Do you have a 
will? 

With this pan- 
demic, it’s more im- 
portant than ever! 

As the saying 
goes, if there’s a 
will, there’s a way. 
Well, be warned: 
Without a will, you 
could end up losing 
your way, with gov- 
ernment meddling 
in your affairs. 

November is 
Make A_ Will 
Month, so let’s talk 
about this impor- 
tant subject. 

I often tease my 
kids saying if I only 
knew my “best be- 
fore date”. Or, even 
more important I'll 
quip I want to know 
my “expiry date.” 

Bottom line is 
none of us know 
when the grim 
reaper will come 
calling — and all too 
often we are guilty 
of putting off estate 
planning, including 
making sure we 
have a legal and 
binding will, to ease 
the burden on fam- 
ily members when 
we do expire. 

David Newman, 
founder and princi- 
pal director of Fis- 


PDN November 19, 2020_Layout 1 11/19/2020 7:46 AM Page 22 


cal Agents Savings 
and Investments in 
Oakville, says estate 
planning is a key 
part of smart finan- 
cial planning, and 
completing a will, 
plus selecting ex- 
ecutors and powers 
of attorney for fi- 
nance and health, 
will offer families 
peace of mind. 

“Implementing a 
comprehensive, 
well-designed _ es- 
tate plan can repre- 
sent true peace of 
mind especially for 
maturing people 
who want to enjoy 
their remaining 
years in the com- 
pany of old friends 
and family,” says 
Newman. 

Fiscal Agents, 
Canada’s renowned 
independent de- 
posit brokerage, of- 
fers free downloads 
of their financial 
planning guides to 
help in the task. 
Visit the website at 
fiscalagents.com/li 
nda for more infor- 
mation. 

On this landing 
page, you will my- 
self and Newman 
offering advice on a 
wide range of finan- 


—e— 


cial topics. So, let’s 
do a quick estate 
planning refresher. 

What is a will? 
Simply put, it is a 
person’s will in a 
written document 
that sets out the 
person’s __ wishes 
about how his or 
her estate should be 
taken care of and 
distributed after 
death. It takes ef- 
fect when the per- 
son dies. 

What is a living 
will? This is some- 
times used to refer 
to a document in 
which you write 
down what you 
want to happen if 
you become ill, and 
cannot communi- 
cate your wishes 
about treatment. 

Many people ask, 
can I write my own 
will? Yes, there are 
many online 
guides, where you 
can put your wishes 
on paper, but my 
advice is always get 
legal advice. A 
trusted estate plan- 
ning lawyer can be- 
come your _ best 
friend. 

What is an estate? 
An estate is the 
property that a per- 
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November is Make A Will Month - Are You Ready? 


by Linda Leatherdale 


son owns or a legal 
interest in. 

The term is often 
used to describe as- 
sets and liabilities 
left by a person 
after death. 

What is a trust? A 
trust is created to 
hold property or as- 
sets for the benefit 
of a particular per- 
son called the bene- 
ficiary, and is often 
used for minors. 

It is managed by a 
person called a 
trustee, who has an 
obligation to carry 
out the deceased’s 
wishes. 

What is the execu- 
tor? This is the per- 
son you appoint to 
carry out your 
wishes after death, 
and is responsible 
for distributing 
your estate to the 
beneficiaries. 

Fiscal Agent’s 
Newman warns this 
can be a daunting 
task, and will take 
time and knowl- 
edge. 

For example, if as- 
sets are distributed 
to beneficiaries 
without outstand- 
ing taxes being paid 
first, the executor 
will be on the hook. 


What about pow- 
ers of attorney for 
finance and health? 
You should pick 
people you trust to 
carry out these du- 
ties. If you become 
incapacitated, their 
responsibility is to 
make decisions on 


your behalf for your 
finances and 
health. 


Newman advises, 
if possible, do not 
pick the same per- 
son for both finance 
and health. 

There is so much 


more to learn, so 
get started now. 
Newman sums it 
up: “For most peo- 
ple, estate planning 
is a difficult subject 
to discuss and to 
plan for, because it 
forces us to come to 
terms with our own 
mortality. Yet it is 
something you 


need to discuss 
openly with your 
loved ones today, 
because you can’t 
do so after you’re 
gone.” 


Linda Leatherdale (Submitted 
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Bumpy road ahead for sports business until crowds can gather 


Roger Lajoie 


Sports Scene 
+a 


Times are very 
tough right now for a 
lot of us due to the 
economic ravages of 
the pandemic. We are 
all feeling the eco- 
nomic pinch to some 
extent. 

For some of us, that 
pinch is a lot more 
painful however. 

Businesses that are 
in the “people gather- 
ing business” are re- 
ally in dire straits at 
the moment due to 
COVID-19. If your 
business depends on 
people being able to 
gather together 
safely, your business 
is suffering im- 
mensely. It might 
even be shuttered. 

There are a lot of 
“people gathering 
businesses” too; 
restaurants, bars, 
movie theatres, air- 
lines, hotels, wed- 
dings, concerts, 
conventions and of 
course, sporting 
events. 

It has not been safe 
to gather in large 
groups since March 
and every indication 
points to that trend 
continuing for quite 
some time to come. 

Until a vaccine is in 
wide distribution, the 
days of people sitting 
shoulder to shoulder 
in an indoor arena 
are temporarily sus- 
pended. 

We can hope for a 
return to some sort of 
normalcy, sometime 
in 2021 perhaps, but 
until then “people 
gathering businesses” 
face a real problem. 


The National 
Hockey League and 
the National Basket- 
ball Association faced 
this challenge head 
on in 2020 by creat- 
ing bubbles and hubs 
to complete the sea- 
sons they already 
started, with no fans 
in attendance. They 
did a remarkable job. 

Major League Base- 
ball and the National 
Football League also 
managed to play 
games during a pan- 
demic, either with no 
fans or very limited 
spectators in atten- 
dance. 

While there were 
certainly bumps in 
the road, they too de- 
serve credit for man- 
aging to play. 

There was one 
major reason these 
“big four” leagues did 
it; their television 
contracts are enor- 
mous sources of rev- 
enue for them, so it 
was worth the large 
expense and substan- 
tial health risk of 
doing what they did. 

That was not the 
case for leagues like 
the Canadian Hockey 
League, which in- 
cludes the Ontario 
Hockey League, the 
East Coast Hockey 
League, and_ the 
Canadian Football 
League. Junior 
hockey and the ECHL 
shut down almost 
immediately after the 
state of emergency 
was first declared, 
and the CFL also sat 
out 2020 after des- 
perately exploring 


every possible venue 
to have a season (in- 
cluding asking the 
Canadian _—_ govern- 
ment for support, 
which was denied). 

They did so for a 
very simple reason. 
They can’t afford to 
play games without 
any fans in the 
stands. Period. 
There’s no substan- 
tial TV money in the 
OHL, ECHL and 
CFL. 

So here we are now, 
more than _ eight 
months later. The 
second wave of 
COVID-19 is turning 
out to be worse than 
the first (as many sci- 
entists predicated), 
and the people gath- 
ering business is still 
largely on hold. 

I expect the NHL 
and NBA to hold 
some sort of a 2020- 
21 season, and I sus- 
pe any pro sports 

eagues with good TV 
contracts to follow 
suit. But what hap- 
pens next with the 
OHL, the ECHL and 


the CFL? 
Its) a_ painful 
predicament to be in. 


The OHL has an- 


LAKESHORE 


POOLS & HOT TUBS 


a 


nounced its season 
will start on Feb. 4, 
2021, while’ the 
ECHL has a hybrid 
model where some 
teams start in De- 
cember and others in 
January. 

The CFL fortu- 
nately has another 
seven months or so to 
figure out what they 
are going to do, with 
hopes that the sum- 
mer of 2021 will pro- 
vide a much better 
landscape for them to 
try and play. 

The people that run 
these leagues are 
smart, successful 
businessmen. They 
are going to explore 
every option to try 
and get a season in. I 
hope they do, for the 
sake of their busi- 
nesses a the people 
Be employ. 

ey can definitely 
play if they choose to. 
The players want to 
play. Fans want the 
beautiful distraction 
and excitement that 
sports brings to their 
lives. 

However, with no 
TV revenue, these 


leagues depend on 
people being able to 


gather at their games 
fully. That is not 
going to happen for 
the OHL and ECHL 
this season, barring a 
miracle. 

That means if they 
play they will lose 


money. A_ lot of 
money. Can they af- 
ford to play? 


Of the 20 teams in 
the OHL (1 league I 
know very. well), 
there are no more 
than three or four 
teams that can han- 
dle a fan-less season 
without enormous 
consequences to the 
long-term viability of 
their businesses. 

I don’t know the 
ECHL nearly as well, 
but I can imagine 
there are many of 
their 26 teams that 
are also unable or un- 
willing to play with 
empty seats. 

The CFLis a precar- 
ious business in the 
best of times. Enough 
said there. 

Everybody wants to 
see these leagues 
back, but without 
fans I suspect the 
Brampton Beast of 
the ECHL will wind 
up sitting this season 


out, and an OHL sea- 
son is far from guar- 
anteed at this 
moment. We'll see. 

There is a bumpy 
road ahead for the 
sports business. But 
some good news - 
once we are on the 
other side of this 
virus, they will return 
and be more popular 
than ever. 

Just imagine the 
pent-up demand to 
get out and see a 
game (or a concert, or 
a movie, or any public 
events). Keep the 
faith and keep opti- 
mistic. 

But for now, the 
only sports than can 
continue for sure in a 
pandemic are the 
ones made-for-TV 
with their rich broad- 
cast deals. The others 
may just have to wait 
awhile longer. 

Roger Lajoie is a 
sports talk show host 
on Sportsnet 590 The 
Fan. He’s been in the 
sports media busi- 
ness for 40 years, 
and was Vice Presi- 
dent of the Missis- 
sauga St. Michael’s 
Mapors in 2011-12. 


Swimming Pool 
& Hot Tub Service 


905-891-8818 


lakeshorepoolsandtubs.com 
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We know everything? So why can’t we solve our problems better? 


fee is 
not knowledge.” — 
Albert Einstein 
It’s amazing how 
easy it is to get in- 
formation in this 
era. 
Just Google it! 
Simple. We can 
find out anything 
we want, anytime 
we want. Just get 
online, just google 
it and viola, every- 
thing you need to 
know nicely laid 
out for you. 
Couldn’t be eas- 
ier... although no 
doubt somebody is 
trying to do just 
that, make it even 
easier for us. 
Regardless, we 
live in a time 
where information 
is readily available, 
so much so that 
there is no excuse 
to not access it 
when we need it. 
And wh 
wouldn’t we take 
advantage of such 
an amazing whare- 
house of informa- 
tion at our 
fingertips? We'd 
be foolish not to. 
But as Albert 
Einstein said — in- 
formation is not 
knowledge. Infor- 
mation without 
application is use- 
less. Information 
alone is not the an- 


swer to our prob- 
lems. Correctly ap- 
plying information 
is the answer to 
our problems. 

We know what to 
do. We have access 
to all the informa- 
tion we need to 
solve any problem 
we have. We just 
Googled it, after 
all! 

For example - we 
know what we're 
supposed to eat to 
be healthier; we 
know how we're 
supposed to han- 
dle our finances; 
and we know we 


need to work 
harder and 
smarter to ad- 


vance in our ca- 
reers. 

Yet why are so 
many of us strug- 
gling with health 
problems, money 
problems, and 
stuck in jobs we 
don’t like without 
advancing _for- 
ward? 

Because we lack 
the knowledge. We 
lack the wisdom. 
We are not apply- 
ing all this infor- 
mation the Google 
monster has _ be- 
stowed upon us 
because we are 
missing something 
very important. 

“The problems 


are solved, not by 
giving new infor- 
mation, but by ar- 
ranging what we 
have known since 
long.” — Ludwig 
Wittgenstein, 
Philosophical In- 
vestigations 

We are missin 
the knowledge an 
wisdom to help 
best use that infor- 
mation. 

Yes we can look 
up any informa- 
tion we want and 
have it in mere 
seconds, but how 
do we “arrange 
what we have 
known since long,” 
as Ludwig 
Wittgenstein said? 
How do we take 
that information 
and properly apply 
it on a consistent 
basis to make life 
better for us and 
our families? 

That’s the 
tougher part. In- 
formation is not 
knowledge. Infor- 
mation is not ex- 
perience. 
Information is not 
wisdom. 

You can teach in- 
formation, but you 
can’t teach wis- 
dom. That only 
comes from expe- 
rience. And how 
then does one ac- 
quire wisdom? 


“By three meth- 
ods we may learn 
wisdom: First, by 
reflection, which is 
noblest; Second, 
by imitation, 
which is easiest; 
and third by expe- 
rience, which is 
the bitterest.” — 
Confucious 

We can _ learn 
wisdom by reflec- 
tion. We can learn 
wisdom by imita- 
tion. And we can 
learn wisdom by 
experience. Taking 
the time to reflect 
on life and gaining 
experience over 
the years dealing 
with life’s prob- 
lems makes you 
wise. 100 percent 
true. 

But note what 
Confucious says is 
the EASIEST way 
to acquire wisdom 
— imitation. We 
can use the wis- 
dom of people who 
have the knowl- 
edge and the expe- 
rience that we lack 
to help us process 
all of this informa- 
tion we now have 
at our fingertips. 

We can use a 
coach. A teacher. A 
mentor. We can 
learn from people 
who have already 
learned what we 
want to know. 


We would indeed 
be foolish not to 
use Google 
searches to get in- 
formation, as it’s 
right there for us. 
And we would be 
equally foolish not 
to use the services 
of trusted coaches, 
teachers and men- 
tors when they are 
available to us. 

If we are fortu- 
nate enough to live 
a long life, we will 
eventually spend 
enough time re- 
flecting and expe- 
riencing life to 
acquire the wis- 
dom we need to 
live it better. But 
none of us will ever 
live long enough to 
reflect or experi- 
ence everything we 
would like to 
know. There is an 
easier (and 
quicker) way. 

So... let’s acquire 
wisdom the EASI- 
EST way there is 
to. Let’s imitate. 
Let’s use the wis- 
dom others have 
acquired for our 
benefit. 

Know why are we 
using quotes from 
these great 
thinkers in this 
blog for instance? 

They acquired 
wisdom and are 
willing to share it 


with us. Why 
wouldn’t we?! 
“Any fool can 
know. The point is 
to understand.” — 
Albert Einstein 
Ask for help 
when you need it. 
Find coaches, 
teachers and men- 
tors who have 
gone through the 
reflections and ex- 


periences that 
have made them 
wise. Let them 


share their wis- 
dom with you. Im- 
itate them. One 
candle can light 
thousands of can- 
dles, and its 
shine is not the 
least diminished. 
Wisdom shared 
is wisdom dou- 
bled. 
TEAMMATES 
provides personal 
growth develop- 
ment coaching to 
hel you get to 
where you want to 
go faster! 

Follow us on 
@teammatesTrio 
on Facebook & 
Twitter and you 
can reach us at 
email via team- 
mates @rogers.co 


m. 

Look for our blog 
weekly here at 
Peel Weekly 
News! 


Easy Ways to Cut Your Bathroom Renovation Costs 
BATHTUB REFINISHING (PRO GLAZE) 


PRO GLAZE IS THE FIRST CO. IN 
CANADA WITH WITH THE NEW WATER- 
GLAZE, WE ARE ALSO THE DISTRIBUTOR 
OF THIS AMAZING PRODUCT. 
A CLEANER ENVIRONMENT FOR THE NEXT 


THIS MEANS 


GENERATION OUR PRODUCT IS 


GREENHOUSE FRIENDLY. 


CONTACT: RALPH: 416-731-3077 
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Streetsville Christmas Breakfast brings new format 
to support food banks 


by Alex Gregory 


With an aim to- 
wards a bigger and 
better experience, 
one of Missis- 
sauga's major 
charitable 
fundraisers _re- 
turns with a new 
drive-in format 
that will raise 
money for local 
food banks and 


fight hunger. 
Residents from 
throughout — the 


community will 
come together on 
Saturday, Dec. 12 
to take a "bite" out 
of food insecurity 
during the annual 
Streetsville Christ- 
mas Breakfast 
(part of ‘Twas the 


Members of the organizing team for the 


Bite Before Christ- 
mas), bringing an 
innovative drive- 
thru experience 
with plenty of sup- 
port from first re- 
sponders, local 
business, commu- 
nity advocates, 
dignitaries and 
much more. 

The annual event 


will be hosted at 
Drake, A Firkin 
Pub in Meadow- 
vale (Derry/Mis- 
sissauga Road), 
with participants 
able to enjoy a 
drive-thru experi- 
ence that includes 
a full breakfast, 
swag bags and 
some special sur- 
prises -- all in the 
name of helping 
the community in 
need. 

This year's event 
will support Eden 
Food For Change, 
a local food centre 
serving the Missis- 
sauga community 
in need by provid- 
ing access. to 
healthy, fresh and 
nutritious food. 

EFFC also pro- 
vides education 
and training 
through an = in- 
house learning 
kitchen. Members 
benefit from 
hands-on experi- 
ence preparing 
meals and gain 
transferable skills 


in preparation for 
future employabil- 
i 


While many un- 
certainties were 
created by the 
COVID-19 _ pan- 
demic and eco- 
nomic emergency, 
"Canadians are re- 
silient and we will 
get through this 
together," — says 
Imran Hasan, 
event organizer. 

This year's event 
will feature a con- 
tactless outdoor 
drive-thru experi- 
ence, to ensure 
guests remain in 
their vehicle en- 
suring physical 
distancing and 
safety protocols 
can be respected. 
Local stakehold- 
ers, community 
members and first 
responders will be 
on-hand for the 
event, which con- 
tinues to be organ- 
ized at a $0 cost 
due to the gener- 
ous in-kind dona- 
tions and support 


received form vol- 
unteers, ensuring 
100 per cent of the 
funds collected 
benefit the charity. 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Claus will always 
be on-hand _ to 
greet guests, along 
with former Mis- 
sissauga Mayor 
Hazel McCallion, 
legendary hockey 
player Paul Hen- 
derson and more 
special visitors! 
Participants can 
pre-order tickets 
on-line, select a 
meal and choose a 
drive-in time, en- 


suring that all 
safety protocols 
are maintained. 


Tickets are $25 
per person, with 
free registration 
for kids. The event 
runs from 8 - 11 
a.m. 

For more infor- 
mation about the 


Streetsville Christ- 
mas___— Breakfast, 
visit www. 


streetsville.org. 


Symphony celebrates Beethoven at new show 


On Saturday, 
Nov. 28, the Mis- 
sissauga Sym- 
phony will return 
to the stage in 
Hammerson Hall 
to produce a free, 


LIVE streamed 
digital concert! 
Presented in 


partnership with 
Mississauga Cele- 
bration Square, A 
Celebration of 
Beethoven will fea- 
ture works by the 
most admired 
composer in the 
history of classical 


music. Pieces in- 
clude Beethoven's 
Coriolan Overture, 
the third move- 
ment of 
Beethoven's Violin 


Concerto per- 
formed by concert- 
master Corey 
Gemmell, and 


Beethoven's stun- 
ning Second Sym- 
phony. 

A Celebration of 
Beethoven will be 


broadcast via 
Facebook Live. 
Tune into the MSO 


Facebook page or 


website (missis- 
saugasymphony.ca 
) at 8 p.m. on con- 
cert night to enjoy 
the show. 

Prefer to listen to 
music under the 
stars? A Celebra- 
tion of Beethoven 
will also be broad- 
cast LIVE to Mis- 
sissauga 
Celebration 
Square! 

Physical distanc- 
ing measures must 
be strictly adhered 
to. 
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Brampton’s own Haviah Mighty unveils “Atlantic” 


Friday the 13th 
may be perceived 
as unlucky for 
some, but Polaris 
Music Prize-win- 


ning (2019) 
Toronto artist, 
Haviah Mighty, 
continues to 
eradicate the 
stigma. 

On Nov. 13, 


Haviah released 
"Atlantic," her 
first new single 
since her 2019 
breakthrough 
album, 13th 
Floor. 

Produced by 
Mighty  Prynce 
and Haviah, "At- 
lantic" examines 
the ugly truths of 
money, the roots 
of unequal labor, 
and its impact on 
marginalized 
communities 
worldwide. 

Says Haviah of 
"Atlantic," “This 
concept that we 
can't escape, is so 
disgusting, and 
the reason they 
say, ‘money is the 
root of all evil.' 
Specifically, the 
Atlantic Ocean 


was used as a ves- 
sel of support for 
these wicked 
practices, at the 
expense of my 
Black ancestors. 
We were forced 
to come to the 
Americas to make 
this idea of value 
stronger, bigger, 
better, with very 
little benefit. 
Now we are the 
‘bottom of the 
barrel’ in’ the 
Americas, a dis- 
position I explore 
with the _ lyrics 
"Never seen At- 
lanta, but we 
travel the At- 
lantic.' The 
singing vocals at 
the beginning 
and especially the 
end, are to repre- 
sent our ances- 
tors crying out-a 


reminder _ that 
they were so 
strong, so re- 


silient, and still 
here, keeping us 
empowered.Our 
history is with 
them, and if we 
talk to them, 
learn from them, 
do our research - 


we will be 
stronger.” 

Since the top of 
the year, Haviah 
has delivered an 
array of stunnin 
videos for 13t 
Floor album 
tracks ,"Smoke," 
"Bag Up," and 
"Thirteen." 

"Thirteen" takes 
its title from the 
Thirteenth 
amendment abol- 
ishing slavery 
and was released 
purposefully on 
Canada Day (July 
1) in solidarit 
with all marginal- 
ized communities 
of North Amer- 
ica. 

Premiered first 
by The Fader's 
Digital Fort and 
earning praise 
from Paste, UP- 
ROXX, Exclaim, 
the CBC and 
more, the power- 
ful animated 
video (created by 
Toronto artist 
Theo Kapodis- 
trias) illustrates 
the painful jour- 
ney of Black peo- 
ple in North 


America. 

Last year, 
Haviah became 
the first hip hop 
artist as well as 
the first Black 
woman to win the 
Polaris Music 
Prize for her 2019 


album, 13th 
Floor. 

The project 
highlights 
Haviah’s relent- 


less work ethic 
and vast sonic in- 


fluences; ranging 


from classic 
rap/hip hop ele- 
ments to 


Caribbean 
rhythms, frenetic 
electro, and di- 
verse instrumen- 
tation, while 
tackling margin- 
alization and 
racism head-on 
as Haviah pro- 
claims self-love 
as a Black 


Tapped by XXL 
as a Toronto Rap- 
per You Should 
Know,  Haviah 
was also named 
one of CBC's 
"New Faces of 
Canadian Hip 
Hop" and_ has 
arnered praise 
rom Fader, Com- 


plex, Pitchfork, 
Billboard, and 
more. 


New Program Provides Support For Health Crisis Situations 


Anne is an older 
woman in her seven- 
ties. She struggles 
with severe depres- 
sion. She has encoun- 
tered many 
challenges finding 
support because her 
home is at the border 
between Toronto and 
Peel. 

Her family decided 
to contact the 24/7 
crisis line on her be- 
half to get her some 
help. 

At the time of the 
call, Anne had not 
been sleeping or eat- 
ing in weeks and was 
always worrying. This 
behaviour escalated 
in September when 
the COVID restric- 
tions loosened up. 

Anne was worried 
about her daughter, 
who is a_ school 
teacher. Her worries 
increased when her 
grandchild became ill 


with the COVID-19 
virus shortly after re- 
turning to school. 

Anne's daughter's 
family lived in quar- 
antine, leaving her 
isolated and para- 
lyzed as there was 
nothing she could do 
to help them. An un- 
bearable level of 
stress and anxiety 
consumed her. 

Anne told the crisis 
team all of this infor- 
mation and how 
much she understood 
why a friend of hers 
had taken their own 
life several years ago. 
Anne felt that she 
could relate to how 
her friend was feeling 
beforehand. 

Anne sought assis- 
tance through her 
family doctor but no 
medications were 
prescribed. 

However, she also 
reached out to phone 


support systems that 
could not provide any 
genuinely useful 
help. At the end of 
each outreach event, 
she was given direc- 
tion to attend a hos- 
pital emergency 
department if the 
symptoms of depres- 
sion worsened. 

They did. In a mo- 
ment of symptomatic 
despair, Anne went to 
the emergency de- 
partment at the hos- 
pital. She spent 
numerous anxious 
and uncertain hours 
there waiting. 

After getting her 
blood work done and 
being cleared med- 
ically by the doctor, 
she was discharged. 
She asked for addi- 
tional assistance but 
left the hospital with 
no other supports or 
referrals. 

Her health crisis 


showed no sign of let- 
ting up. 

When the COAST 
team _— followed-up 
with her concerning 
the original crisis call 
her family made, they 
scheduled to meet 
with Anne and her 
daughter at an out- 
door public location 
in Brampton. 

They spoke in depth 
about all that had 
transpired. 

The team's Crisis 
Support Worker 
completed an assess- 
ment during this 
meeting. They dis- 
cussed the options 
and decided that the 
team would assist 
Anne. She would vol- 
untarily attend the 
hospital with COAST 
to advocate on her 
behalf. It was not 
their goal to have her 
placed on a Form in- 
stead to get her re- 


—o- 


ferred to resources 
that would help her 
cope, have her med- 
ications reassessed, 
and provide her with 
some strategies to as- 
sist her with her de- 
pression and anxiety 
symptoms. 

Anne and_= her 
daughter broke into 
tears during this con- 
versation, explaining 
that they were so 
grateful for the extra 
efforts the COAST 
members were mak- 
ing. As the family be- 
lieved they were 
falling through the 
system's gaps. 

Anne, escorted by 
the COAST team, at- 
tended the hospital 
where the emergency 
department mental 
health crisis team, 
nurses, and doctor 
assessed her. 

As hoped, they pro- 
vided her with refer- 


rals, medication, 
sleep aids, and a serv- 
ices package identify- 
ing services in her 
home area. Anne 
agreed to have the as- 
sessment conducted 
by the Crisis Support 
Worker shared with 
her family doctor. 


Anne and_= her 
daughter are very 
grateful to the 


COAST team and for 
the time spent with 
them. This is one of 
the many very real 
situations that people 
are experiencing 
every day. Through 
our ability to work to- 
gether as a commu- 
nity, we can continue 
to assist those experi- 
encing a health crisis. 

If you or someone 
you know needs crisis 
support, call the 24.7 
crisis support Peel 
program at 905-278- 
9036. 
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A Seasonal Holiday Market - Places to Spot and Shop 


by Connie Munson 


From the north to 
the south, east to 
the west, and many 
points in-between, 
the seasonal spirit 
is flourishing virtu- 
ally, on-site with so- 
cial distancing, and 
often with a combi- 
nation of virtual 
and personal shop- 
ping options. 

Here are some 
sites and ideas peo- 
ple can view to get 
started on their gift 
lists for the Christ- 
mas season, or Di- 


wali celebrations, 
Hanukkah _gather- 
ings, Orthodox 


Christmas, Chinese 
New Year, and host- 
ess tokens of appre- 
ciation. 

As more arts 
groups and organi- 
zations put out their 
information, this is 
the perfect spot for 
people to visit so 
that the options of 
armchair shopping 
can be exercised. 

With some groups 
offering the combi- 
nation of virtual se- 
lection with 
curbside pickup, or 
timed-entrances to 
view shows in per- 
son, the social dis- 
tancing and 
necessary health 
protocols can be 
maintained so that 
the spirit of joy re- 
mains in this giving 
season ahead of us. 

From the south- 
west, there is the 
Art Gallery’ of 
Burlington, with its 
six member guilds 
coordinated by Arts 
Burlington. 

Their annual holi- 
day show runs all of 
November on a vir- 
tual platform. But 
those early bird 
shoppers got a head 
start when the 
Christmas Holiday 
Show went live on 
Oct. 15. 

Beautiful work of 
over ninety artists 
and artisans with 
personalized 


arrangements for 
payment, pickup or 
delivery. 


The six guilds op- 
erating out of The 


Art Gallery of 
Burlington, ex- 
pressy built to 

ouse studios for 
several area guilds 
in 1978, work with 
Arts Burlington to 
coordinate their an- 


nual shows’ and 
sales. 
Look for more 


local artists in this 
show next week — 
the show is on to 
the end of Novem- 
ber, with whispers 
of keeping it open 
through December. 

For more infor- 
mation, visit arts- 
burlington.ca/galle 


Moving east then 
north from the 
shores of Lake On- 
tario, another spot 
of mirth and much 
merriment catches 
our eye. ArtTrendZ: 
An Artists’ Collec- 
tive decided to 
shake things up a 
bit in mid-Septem- 
ber with an outdoor 
art show, Art By 
The Yard. 

With close to 200 
people = enjoying 
that show on a 
walk-by basis, they 
decided to reach out 
to people again, but 


this time through 
their Facebook 
page, to hold a Vir- 
tual Holiday 
Bazaar. 

Their on-line 


medley of seasonal 
artful treasures is 
sure to delight 
those on anybody’s 
gift list and _ all 


priced at $1000 or 
under. 

Step into their 
various boutiques 
to view their prod- 
uct lines, and replay 
their FaceBook Live 
Events, where each 
artist greets you 
and introduces 
themselves and 
their arts practice. 

The bonus for the 
public is that they 
can join the arm- 
chair brigade of 
shoppers with their 
fingers doing the 
picking and_ the 
clicking through in- 
dividual boutiques, 
shoppes, or empori- 
ums. 

A personalized ex- 
perience for the 
gift-giving season 
awaits people at 
facebook.com/Art- 
Trendz-An-Artist- 
Collective-1720407 
324932353. 

Artful Giving, the 
annual holiday 
show at Headwaters 
Arts Gallery in the 
Alton Mill Arts Cen- 
tre opened onj Nov. 
11 and runs through 
Sunday, Jan. 3, 
2021. 

A veritable treas- 
ure trove of artisan 
pieces, including 
ceramics, jewelry, 
scarves, cards, and 
smaller fine art 
pieces are available. 

Brampton _ resi- 
dent and _= artist, 
Helen Duplassie, 
has a lovely collec- 
tion of her unique, 
hand-made, and 


one-of-a-kind holi- 
day cards in the 
show. Steve Sestic 
of Mississauga has 
both photographic 
prints and water- 
colour pieces on 
display. And Sherry 
Park, also a Bramp- 
ton resident and 
artist, has some of 


her smaller oil 
pieces from her re- 
cent solo show, 


Cape Breton High- 
lands, in this holi- 
day extravaganza. 

So do come out 
and put the joyful 
back into giving 
with Headwaters 
Arts annual juried 
holiday show at the 
Alton Mill Arts Cen- 
tre in Alton [Cale- 
don], located at 
1402 Queen Street 
West. 

Ample free park- 
ing, all social and 


health safety proto- 
cols are visibly 
posted and main- 
tained. Open 
Wednesdays — Sun- 
days from 10 -5 pm 
and_ all holiday 
Mondays. 

Watch this space 
for more area shows 


and bazaars as they 
join in the festive 
season ahead, in- 
cluding profiles on 
Museum of Duf- 
ferin, Arts On The 
Credit, Beaux Arts 
Gallery, Visual Arts 
Brampton and 
much more! 


arts # CREDAT 


Cordially invites you to 
the opening of our first 
Virtual Show 


Please join us 
Thursday Dec 3rd 


RSVP to receive the Zoom link: 
contactQartsonthecredit.ca 
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All-out effort restores Brampton park after vandalism 


by Peel Weekly News Staff 


Earlier this month, 
mean-spirited van- 
dals targeted newly- 
planted trees in a 


Brampton park, 
prompting police in- 
volvement. 


Nearly two-thirds 
of 31 sapling trees 
planted by Knights- 
bridge students and 
residents in Folk- 
stone Park on Oct. 17 
were snapped in 
half. Damages 
amounting to more 
than $5,000, were a 
heavy price to pay 
for charity ACER, 
the Association for 
Canadian  Educa- 
tional Resources. 

By Friday, Nov.6, 
an all-out effort by 
ACER with Toronto 
and Region Conser- 
vation Authority and 
City of Brampton re- 
moved the destroyed 
trees, and replaced 
them, within four 


days. 

“Monday’s photos 
were  gut-wrench- 
ing,” said ACER 


founder, Alice Cas- 
selman. “Those were 
sugar maples.” 

The  three-metre 
trees that had 
rimmed the paved 
walkways of Folk- 
stone Park meant to 


provide a promise of 
shade close to a play- 
ground _ structure 
were turned into a 
menacing perimeter 
of 150 cm stakes. 

ACER volunteer 
Shafiya recorded a 
video, appealing to 
anyone with infor- 
mation to contact 
Peel Crime Stoppers 
referencing Case 
#200357571. 

Brampton Ward 7 
and 8 Councillor 
Charmaine Williams 
was incensed at the 
senseless damage. 
“Who would do such 
a thing?” she ex- 
claimed. 

“T was at Folkstone 
Park on_ planting 
day, I was so pleased 
to see families in 
their bubbles enjoy- 
ing their day, and 
spoke to Bramalea 
Secondary School 
student volunteers 
who were keen\ to 
bank their service 
hours.” 

The community 
tree planting was a 
contribution to the 
Bramalea SNAP Sus- 
tainable Neighbour- 
hood Action Plan. 

In March, at the 
beginning of 
COVID-19 lockdown 


ACER was funded by 
Arbor Day Founda- 
tion under the TD 
Green Space pro- 
gram. ACER adapted 
its planting protocol 
for pandemic dis- 
tancing and masking 
measures for Octo- 
ber planting in 
Knightsbridge. 
ACER is the pre- 
ferred school yard 
tree planting agency 


at Albion Hills C 
December 11 & 12 


onservation Park 


of Mississauga’s One 
Million Trees pro- 


gram. 
In the past 15 
years, across the 


GTA is has engaged 
students and their 
communities to in- 
stall suites of native 
tree species, which 
are geotagged and 
measured annually 
to contribute to in- 
ternational climate 


change research. 
Friday’s planting 
restoration day was 
lucky to get sunny 
and warm weather. 
As residents from 
October passed by 
again, Grade 5 stu- 
dents living adjacent 
to the park took up 
volunteer tasks to 
mulch and_ take 


Smithsonian meas- 
urements so they 


could add their data 
to international cli- 
mate change re- 
search. 

“Their smiles were 
so big, the masks 
nearly didn’t cover 
them,” said Alice. 
“That includes 
everyone — foresters 
from TRCA, ACER 
volunteers and the 
school community. 


by Vidya Gopaul 


From the dawn of 
civilization, holy 
scriptures have been 
delivered to 
mankind by divine 
prophets. In approx- 
imately 3000 BC, 
the prophet Krishna 
delivered the holy 
book called  Rig- 
Veda. 

He preached the 
unity of family 
through the mantra 
of spirituality. 

During 2000 BC, 
the prophet Abra- 
ham brought the 
idea of uniting the 
tribe through the 
idea of obedience. 

If mankind would 
keep law and order, 
then they could 
bring all cities to- 

ether, and that was 
the message of 

rophet Moses in his 
oly book, Torah, in 
1500 BC. 

The prophet 
Zoroaster taught pu- 
an in his holy book 
called Zend-Avesta 
in 750 BC. The idea 
of renunciation was 
clearly explained by 
prophet Buddha in 
po BC in his holy 

ook  Tri-Pitakas. 
Then came Christ in 
1 AD_~ and _ he 
preached love in 
order to unite the 
nations. 

The Prophet 
Muhammad, in 632 
AD, delivered the 
message of submis- 
sion in his holy book 
uae Through the 
idea of submission, 
he was able to unite 
all the Arab nations. 

Initially, all the 
above spiritual mes- 
sages were verbally 
delivered by the 
prophets to their dis- 
oe es. Later on, 
when printing ma- 
chines were in- 
vented, those 
scriptures were 
printed on papers 
and hence, they were 
read by everyone in 
one uniform man- 
ner. 

But then in the 
eighteenth hundred 
century, another di- 
vine prophet was 
born. He was the 
holy of the holiest 
man and the prophet 
of all prophets. 

When he decided 
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to deliver his mes- 
sage of unity, he had 
his secretary present 
with him. His mes- 
sages were bein 
manually recorde 
as he was speaking, 
and therefore, those 
messages were not 
distorted. They were 
exactly in their orig- 
inal form. 

His message was to 
unite the whole 


—e— 


Arabian Desert. He 
immediately took it 
to his temple and 
showed it to his 
peers. 

All his peers were 
very knowledgeable 
in Holy Scriptures, 
and they all men- 
tioned that the 
never had seen suc 
an exceptional book 
before. 

It took quite a long 


A 


world through one 
language, one god, 
equality and union 
between science and 
religion. 

As one can deduct 
from the above de- 
scriptionm the idea 
of unity has evolved 
throughout the vari- 
ous period of times - 
from unity of family, 
tribe, cities, nations 
and finally to entire 
world. 

In his scriptures, 
he had outlined in 
detail the formula of 
how to bring peace 
and unity in this 
world by combining 
the revelations of the 
past and much more 
of the future revela- 
tions. 

He called that Holy 
book, "The mother 
of all Holy books." 
Only one such book 
was written by him - 
no one knew why. 

However, that holy 
book was found by a 
spiritual man while 
walking along the 
bank of a river in the 


time to read and un- 
derstand all the 
pages. However, 
they found out that 
Page 9 was missing. 
It seemed that it was 
torn and not omitted 
from the book. 

Several years went 
by and nobody could 
find the author of 
that book. They went 
to far away villages, 
old temples, new 
temples, any type of 
religious gatherings, 
covered 100 miles 
each direction - 
north, south, east, 
west, and finally 
talked to every 
scholar they could 
possibly find, and 
yet no one could de- 
termine who wrote 
those messages and 
why Page 9 was 
missing. 

They all were won- 
dering what infor- 
mation was written 
on that page and 
why they were de- 
stroyed. 

One day, the same 
man who found that 
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The Torn Page: A Tale of Unity and Spirtuality 


book stumbled upon 
an old man who was 
sitting under a tree 
on bank of that same 
river. He was a very 
frail man and could 
barely talk and see. 
But he had an excel- 
lent memory and 
hearing capacity. 
After talking for a 
while, the man who 
found that holy book 
mentioned about it 


to that old man. The 
old man asked him 
to read a few pas- 
sages from _ that 
book. 

He replied that he 
did not have it with 
him but he could 
bring it to him in 
about an hour. The 
old man told him, 
"Sure, go ahead 
bring it to me." 

He rushed to his 
home and brought 
the book back. After, 
he read a few pages 
to the old man, who 
said, “I know this 
special book. It was 
written by a very in- 
telligent and holy 
man who never re- 
vealed his name. I 
was one of his disci- 
ples. After the ruler 
of that country 
found out who he 
was he was exiled to 
a very far away 
country. I was 
kicked out from that 
country too and I 
ended up in this side 
of the world." 

He then asked the 


—o- 


old man, "Why did 
he only tear one page 
and left the rest?" 
The old man replied, 
"That one page was 
nine feet long, folded 
in such a way to look 
like one page. He 
had written in detail 
an exceptional for- 
mula on how to 
bring this world to- 
gether- as a united 
world - by promot- 


ing equality, one lan- 
guage of 
communication, col- 
laboration between 
science and religion, 
one god, mandato 
education for all, 
balance between the 
spiritual and practi- 
cal life, how to erad- 
icate prejudices 
without violence, 
and much more. 

He also’ wrote 
about the revelation 
of the inner myster- 
ies of God, about ce- 
lestial bodies in 
heaven, how our 
souls travel to the 
next world, the 
essence of living and 
where we come from 
and where we go 
after we die. 

It was said that he 
had the poe to 
show a g impse of 
the world of heaven 
through the eye of a 
needle through his 
writings, and if we 
did see it then every- 
one would immedi- 
ately want to end his 
or her life on earth 


and go to heaven. 

Through his teach- 
ings, he said that we 
human beings will 
discover in all things 
the mysteries of Di- 
vine Revelations and 
the evidences of an 
everlasting manifes- 
tation. 

He said the world 
at the present age 
was not ready to ac- 
cept, understand 
and comprehend his 
teachings due to lack 
of maturity and de- 
velopment in brain 
power and capacity. 
He said it would take 
a few generations to 
fully understand his 
messages. 

When he delivered 
those messages, he 
himself di not 
know how powerful 
those messages 
would turn out to be. 
Therefore, he de- 
cided to tear that 
page and throw it 
away. Besides that 
page, he threw away 
volumes of his other 
writings because he 
believed that present 
day mankind did not 
have the intelligence 
to comprehend his 
formula of a just civ- 
ilization. 

He based his deci- 
sion on the current 
situation of the 
world, namely, the 
minds of the people 
have been corrupted 
by wars, prejudices, 
inequalities, unbal- 
ance of powers 
among nations, too 
much attachment to 
material things and 
immorality, to name 
a few. 

He also asked the 
old man, “Did he 
mention who and 
when mankind will 


receive that for- 
mula?" 
The old man 


replied, "That holy 
man said ___ that 
mankind has to wait 
another thousand 
years! Why? Be- 
cause, if you look at 

the past dispensa- 
tions, they all have 


come _to save 
mankind almost 
every thousand 
years!” 


November — the 
eleventh month of 
the year — where 
did our year go? 

So much has 
happened in this 
year and it started 
so well. COVID 
happened and is 
still happening. It 
has put the whole 
world at its mercy. 

We have had to 
change our 
lifestyles com- 

letely. There 

ave been so many 
disruptions. I 
know in the people 
I know — so many 
of them have 
moved to a com- 
pletely different 
area. 

For some, it was 
to be more afford- 
able, and for some, 
it was because they 
were working out 
of their own 
homes - so why 
not save money on 
their homes? 

Marriages have 
broken up. More 
time has_ been 
spent with each 
other and at home 
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and I guess it 
shows how their 
relationships _ re- 
ally were. They 
couldn’t escape 
and go somewhere 
else. 


The workplace 
has certainly 
changed. More 


work from home 
and virtual meet- 
ings are the thing 
now to get every- 
one together. 

I know with my 
writers’ group, 
that is the only 
way we meet. It is 
so different being 
virtual and not 
being in the same 
room and so some 
adjusted and some 
didn’t. 

Self-isolation has 
really been a com- 
pletely _ different 
way of living and 
some of us _ad- 
justed but others 
couldn’t or would- 
n't. 

I know I see peo- 
ple walking by on 
the pathways be- 
hind my home and 
I don’t know them, 


—e- 


but I want to run 
out and just talk to 
them. I want to 
make the human 
connection and so 
do others. 

We are having to 
wear masks and 
social distancing. 
It amazes me how 
many groups of 
people are fighting 
this. 

The simple act of 
wearing a mask is 
outrageous to 
some and yet if we 
think about it — 
that is most natu- 
ral way our body 
transmits. 

Our breath flows 
into the air and 
carries with it all 
sorts of germs and 
we breathe in that 
same air from oth- 
ers. Itis natural so 
how do they not 
understand it. 
Fight it as much as 
you want, it hap- 
pens. 

Children have 

robably been af- 

ected the most. 
The older ones not 
being in the regu- 
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Health and Wellness - A Different Kind of November 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


lar schooling but 
having to adjust 
but they have. 

The saddest is 
the interaction 
with their families 
has to be different 
now and_ they 
don’t always un- 
derstand that. 

Commercials on 
television are now 
highlighting that — 
going to a restau- 
rant at Christmas 
now doesn’t in- 
clude the grand- 
parents except on 
a cell phone. 

This Christmas 
will be different for 
everyone this year. 
The holidays at 
this time of the 
year are mostly 
about families and 
meetings between 


them in the home 
but also in 
churches and 


atherings — not 
this year. I won- 
der if Santa will 
wear a mask over 
his beard? 

We have also had 
the US election. 
What a resound- 


ing time! The time 
of mistrust and ac- 
cusations are espe- 
cially bad this 
time. 

I am glad our 
Canadian elections 
aren't the same. 
We do have some 
problems, but they 
are usually quite 
minor compared 
to our neighbours. 

So, what do we 
hope for next 
year? One thin 
we have learne 
this year is to ac- 
knowledge each 
other whether 
family or neigh- 
bours. 

Neighbours — we 
are all neighbours 
to each other 
whether they are 
beside us or across 
the oceans. We 
are all in this to- 
gether. 

This year, will 
definitely be dif- 
ferent but let us 
find a way to ac- 
knowledge it but 
still stay the same 
in contact. Take 
more photos and 


stay — connected 
through them. 

We need to dis- 
cover what is out 
there that we can 
take part in. We 
have a_ beautiful 
country and 
maybe we haven’t 
been able to travel 
far but enjoy what 
is local to you. 

We have so many 
parks and lakeside 
areas we can redis- 
cover in our local 
areas. 

Enjoy them but 
stay safe. Live 
with the small cau- 
tions like masks 
and social distanc- 
ing we have been 
asked to do and 
eventually we will 
overcome what we 
are going through. 

If you have to 
fight it, then ask 
yourself why? 
Learn to do what is 
right for all of us 
and we are in- 
cluded in that. Be 
safe not sorry. We 
will get through 
this. 


Cats Cove Media and Mississauga Arts Council present 


Saugea Music 


Thurs, Nov 26, 7:00 PM 
Streaming LIVE on MAC's 
Facebook & YouTube 


NOW 


Mississauga 


Arts 


Council 


Facebook: @missartscouncil 
YouTube: Mississauga Arts Council 


#SaugaMusicNOW 
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New exhibit offers engaging experience on diversity 


This holiday sea- 
son, the Art 
Gallery of Missis- 
sauga is offering a 
free engaging ex- 
perience that in- 
vites visitors to 
immerse’ them- 
selves with artists 
and community 
members through 
Jan. 7, 2021. 

Anew exhibit, 
border crossings, 
merges renowned 
artist Frances Fer- 
dinands and her 
installation, 26, in 
the Main Gallery; 
a series of 26 
hand-painted 
slippers marking 


the 26 years of the 
Sri Lankan civil 
war, and 6 paint- 
ings with interac- 
t i v e 
community-en- 
gaged arts proj- 
ects. 

Also in the Main 
Gallery, Bhavna 
Bhatnagar __ dis- 
plays a variety of 
her clay and paper 
tole works in 
Rhythm and 
James Fowler 
continues work on 
his painting An- 
them as part of his 
exhibition Being 
Alone Together, a 
conversation 


about the isola- 
tion artists experi- 


ence as_ they 
create. 

Artist in resi- 
dence Raheel 


Patel continues to 
inform and cele- 
brate sustainable 
art practices by 
upcycling mirrors 
and objects that 
reflect folk art his- 
tory. 

border  cross- 
ings: creating 
parallel histories 
is an interactive 
community-en- 
gaged arts project 
that uses the 
trans-formative 


power of art to 
challenge precon- 
ceived ideas 
around literal and 
metaphorical 
boundaries. 

The showcase 
consists of artists 
Debbie Miller, 
Kwesi Millington, 
and Jesse Louttit 
using various 
forms of art to ex- 

ress their visual 
Inspiration and 
journey. 

Submissions 
from community 
through ~~ work- 
shops, online 
events and call to 
actions brings a 


curated collabora- 
tion of storytelling 
through art. We 
all have a border 
crossing story to 
tell. 

“This showcase 
is for the commu- 
nity to experience, 
be involved and 
interact. We are 
excited that the 
Minister of Cul- 
ture will be able to 
see this impecca- 
ble project that 
speaks to. the 
times we are liv- 
ing in both physi- 
cally and 
emotionally,” Art 
Gallery of Missis- 


sauga Board Pres- 
ident Leslie Sil- 
vestri says. 

The border 
crossing project is 
generously 
funded by the On- 
tario Trillium 
Foundation, On- 
tario Arts Council 
and the City of 
Mississauga. 

The Art Gallery 
of Mississauga is 
located at 300 
City Centre Drive. 
For more _ infor- 
mation, visit the 
AGM website at 
artgalleryofmis- 
sissauga.com. 


In the age of COVID, hospital visits are a rarity 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


The COVID-19 
pandemic contin- 
ues to play havoc 
with families who 
have loved ones in 
hospitals. 

My mother is 
currently sick in 
the hospital, of 
conditions unre- 
lated to COVID. 

Because of the 
ongoing uncer- 
tainty, and _ be- 
cause she's sick in 
a hospital, I can't 
go to see her, be 
with her or sup- 
port her. 

I remember for- 
mer American 
President Abra- 
ham Lincoln's 
quote, "No man is 
poor who has a 
Godly mother." I 
agree with him 
100 per cent. 

Earlier this 
week, my sister 
texted me, saying 
our mother was 
not doing will. 
She called the 
ambulance, and 
they took her to 
the hospital. 

Due to COVID- 
19, they did not 
let anyone go with 


her, regardless of 
whether she un- 
derstood the 
paramedics or 
not. 

How will she ex- 
plain at the hospi- 
tal what's the real 
problem? She 
does not speak or 
understand any 
English. 

While she ar- 
rived at the hospi- 
tal, we didn't 
know what the 
problem was. We 
later learned that 
she fell in the 
washroom at 
home and fell un- 
conscious. She 
has had a severe 
accident, and she 
was in critical 
condition. 

She is the only 
person who sup- 
ported me in 
every situation. 
She took care of 
me after my fa- 
ther died in 1986. 

I was 15, now 
50. Sometimes, I 
feel surprised that 
she loves me 
more than _her- 
self. The interest- 
ing fact is that she 


understands me 
more than myself. 
She knows about 
what I like and 
dislike, my _ atti- 


tude, my 
favourite dishes 
and so on. 


In those days, 
there were times 
when I felt help- 
less. I knew that if 
I didn't eat or 
look after myself, 
no one would care 
about me - except 
for one person. 

That is my 
mother. She en- 
couraged me to 
keep my balance. 

While she's in 
the hospital, my 
eyes have been 
glued to the 
phone, waiting for 
a call from the 
hospital to get an 
update about her 
condition. 

From morning 
until night, I get 
panicked and 
stressed. I started 
calling around to 
some of my con- 
tacts in the area, 
asking them how 
this could happen 
in our local 


healthcare _— sys- 
tem, and if this 
was a_ standard 
policy. 

I thought - how 
about those peo- 
ple who have no 
contacts, like I do 
in my profession? 
How do they sur- 
vive without any 
update about 
their loved ones? 
What would they 
do if their mother 
or father was in 
the hospital, and 
they couldn't see 
them? 

As we are all 
going through a 
pandemic, no one 
is allowed to stay 
with the patient 
or visit them. It's 
so ridiculous and 


hurtful when the 
person you really 
love so much is 
fading, and you 


can't even see 
them one last 
time, have a few 
words and _ tell 


them how much 
you love them and 
care about them. 
While she's in 
the hospital, I try 
to sleep, but I can 
not; they are 
some of the 
longest nights of 
my life. I missed 
her so much in 
those moments. 
It seems to me 
that she has no 
passion, interest 
and desire in her 
life. Her family 


and children sur- 


round her world. 
I can't wait to 
see her back 
home. The doc- 
tors told me they 
are going to keep 
her at the hospital 


for some more 
tests and monitor 
her how . she's 
doing; in the 
meantime, my 
wolries, impa- 


tience and irrita- 
tion are getting 
worse. 

At the moment, 
the situation is 
out of my hands. 
This is life - a life 
dealing with 
COVID-19. I am 
just praying for 
her health and 
speedy recovery. 


Guest Poem 


by Sajeda Manzoor 


A blessing in 
disguise 

He comes 
With a hidden 


Treasure 
inside 
Anguish sad 
and happy 
Sprouts to give 
A big smile 


Trudging 
down 

The street 
Holds the 
heavy bag 
With a beard 
Anda 
mustache 
He doesn’t 
need 

A mask 


Amazemen 
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He isa 
blessing 

In disguise 

He flies up the 
Mountains 
oceans 

And the bays 


He doesn't 
stop 

In the gusty 
wind 

In the 
hurricane 
He is divine 


He has to kiss 
The children 
He doesn’t 
need a mask 
Heisa 
blessing 

in disguise 


Moves with wonder 
Alarmed by interrupted assumptions 
Entrenched in promises of possibilities 
Marvel unwraps itself 
Exposing miracles 
Never expected 

That emerge in the now, touching the pulse of eternity 


—e— 
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-A Santa With a Mask 


Curious 
children 

Will welcome 
And greet 
With countless 
Hugs and 
kisses 

He is amiable 
He doesn’t 
need 

A mask 


To mask the 
Marvelous gift 
On his face 


He will shout 
With a loud 
bang 

And sing with 
Every child 


Copyright© 
Sajeda 
Manzoor 2020 


©Copyright 2020 Susan Ksiezopolski 
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Newfoundland residents pay respects to war heroes 


At Kiwanis 
Tommy Ricketts 
Memorial Peace 
Park in New- 
foundland, a 
bronze monument 
depicting the Vic- 
toria Cross and ci- 
tation to _ Set. 
Thomas Ricketts, 
V.C., C. de G. is 
also inscribed with 
a tribute to all 
members of Royal 
Newfoundland 
Regiment who 
served and sacri- 
ficed during 
World War 1. 

The Kiwanis 
motto appears at 
the foot of the 


text: "Changing 
and improving the 
world one child 
one community at 
one time." 

The embank- 
ment is the same 
height as World 
War 1. trenches. 
Instead of war- 
torn fields, the 
viewer sees an in- 
clusive child's play 
park. A second 
embankment rises 
beyond the play 
area, and is em- 
blazoned with the 
word "Peace" sent 


iout in white 
stone. 
The Citation 


monument an- 
chors an encir- 
cling series of six 
interpretive 
plaques. Com- 
rades from around 
Conception Bay 
are listed on one 
plaque, and re- 
mainde rtell the 
remarkable story 
of the _ illiterate 
fteenaged _isher- 
man who was edu- 
cated and 
apprenticed to be 
a pharmacist. the 
volunteers." 


PWN Staff Photo 


Short Story Submission - “Boy” Part II 


by Corrine Clark 
The following is 
the final part of a 
short story that 
was printed in 
last week’s edi- 
tion of Peel 
Weekly News, fo- 
cusing on eccen- 
tric shopkeeper 
Uriah Bleakness 
and his assistant, 
a peculiar child... 


At Bleakness’ di- 
rection, Boy drew 
up a fresh sign 
and propped in 
the window after 
rubbing a patch 
of grunge from 
the glass. It read: 

Everything You 
Could Ever Want 
or Need for the 
Meezma Mee- 
azma, including 
Face-Hats, 
Sneezy-Wipes, 
Finger-Sleeves, 


and Cleaning 
Elixir. 
Bleakness __or- 


dered Boy to put 
the word out to 
the wretched 
urchins, promis- 
ing two crusts of 
bread for every 
Mee-azma supply 
they brought him. 

Before long, a 
steady stream of 
young thieves 
slunk through the 


door with Face- 
Hats stuffed into 
their pockets and 
Sneezy-Wipes 
tucked under 
their hats. 
Bleakness gave 
them their mea- 


gre crusts, and 
the pile of goods 
grew. 


When the shop 
opened the next 
morning, a trickle 
of customers 
came through the 
door, but it soon 
grew into a tor- 
rent, each shop- 
per paying the 
inflated prices for 
the  Face-Hats, 
Sneezy-Wipes, 
Finger-Sleeves, 
and Cleaning 
Elixir. They were 
frightened: every 
day the papers re- 
ported new cases 
of Mee-azma, and 
more deaths. Boy 
tossed Face-Hats 
to the throng of 
customers and 
handed out Fin- 

er-Sleeves like 

ot nuts. 

Hunched over 
his sizable hoard, 
Bleakness 
watched the 
crowd clamour 
for his goods. He 
chortled and 


counted his coins 
in piles, like 
Scrooge had done 
the week before 
Christmas. 

Bleakness could 
have climbed his 
mountain of 
Face-Hats, 
drowned amongst 
the Finger- 
Sleeves, and 
blocked up every 
window and door 
with Sneezy- 
Wipes, but it still 
wasn’t enough. 

Every evening 
when the 
gaslamps came 
on in the streets, 
Bleakness sent 
Boy out to snatch 
up every Mee- 
azma supply he 
could find. 

Three days later, 
there wasn’t a 
Sneezy-Wipe, 
Finger-sleeve, 
Face-Hat, or bot- 
tle of Cleaning 
Elixir anywhere 
in the city, except 
on the shelves of 
Everything You 
Could Ever Want 
or Need. 

And as the items 
flew out the door, 
Bleakness raised 
the prices little by 
little, then a lot 
by a lot, till the 


patrons stopped 
paying, and his 
shop went quiet. 

“Boy!” — Bleak- 
ness shouted. 
“Where are all the 
people?” 

“They can’t af- 
ford the goods,” 
Boy said, as he 
polished an old 
kettle. 

“Nonsense. If 
they want the 
supplies badly 
enough, they'll 

ay. 

“But your prices 
are so high they 
can’t buy the 
things for the 
Mee-azma_= and 
pay their rent and 
buy food. Perhaps 
if you dropped 
the prices a tad.” 

“A tad? What do 
you mean by a 
tad?” 

Boy swallowed. 
“P’raps cut by 
half?” 

“Half?” 
ness _ said, 
raged. 

“And there’s an- 
other thing.” Boy 
chewed his lip, 
not wanting to 
make Lord Bleak- 
ness angry. 

“Well?” 

“Gradgrind’s 
shop has gotten 


Bleak- 
out- 


—o- 


stock in and 
they’re selling it 
all for a decent 
price. At a dis- 
count, some of 
ik.” 

“Discount?” 
Bleakness roared 
in disbelief, for 
that word never 
passed his lips. 

“Yes, Sir, Lord 
Bleakness.” 

“Good God. Are 
they mad?” 

Boy swallowed 
and returned to 
his kettle. 

Lord Bleakness 
paced his shop 
with his hands 
behind his back, 
muttering to him- 
self. He sneezed, 


then coughed, 
and sneezed 
again. He =  ac- 


costed the display 
of Sneezy-Wipes, 
snatched one 
from the top 
shelf, and blew 
his nose into it 
with vigor. 

Boy thought his 
master sounded 
like a dented 
trumpet, but he 
didn’t remark 
upon it. Instead, 
he brought up the 
shine on the old 
kettle, two pairs 
of shoe buckles, 


three knives, and 
four tankards. He 


watched Lord 
Bleakness, who 
shook _ slightly, 


and sat more than 
he stood. 


After a few 
hours, the 
sneezes blew 


forth in regular 
intervals, fol- 
lowed by cough- 
ing and shallow 
breathing. 
Bleakness 
wrapped himself 
in his black fur 
coat and lay down 
on a pile of 
Sneezy-Wipes 
piled in the back- 
room, near Boy’s 
bed of straw. 
After an hour, 
Boy crept close to 
his master. “Sir? 
Lord Bleakness?” 
Bleakness 
moaned. “What is 


it, Boy?” 

“Are you all 
right?” Lord 
Bleakness had 


gone pale. Sweat 
listened on his 
row. 

After a moment 
of silence, Bleak- 
ness croaked: 
“Bring me a 
Sneezy-Wipe.” 


Continued on Next Page 


Continued from Last Page 


Boy squinted at 
him. “You're lying 
on a mountain of 


*H um ph.” 
Bleakness put out 
his hand, 
clutched a 
Sneezy-Wipe, and 
trumpeted his 
nose into it. With 
a newfound 
vigour, he 
grasped every 
Sneezy-Wipe his 
fingers found, 
and swiped it 
under his nostrils 
till the © skin 
flamed red. But 
the sneezes came 
all the same. 
“Useless wipes,” 
he griped. “Boy, 
bring me some 
Cleaning Elixir.” 
Boy fetched 
Lord Bleakness a 
shining vial of 
glass and pressed 
it into his mas- 
ter’s hand. 
Bleakness held 
it up to the light, 


watching small 
particles drift 
through the 
amber liquid. 
“What do I do 
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with this? Drink 
it?” 

“Hmm,” Boy 
said. For he could 
not read the label. 
“T suppose so. If 
it’s for cleaning, I 
reckon it will 
clean your in- 
sides.” 

Bleakness licked 
his cracked lips 
and raised him- 
self on his elbow. 
He tipped the 
bottle of Cleaning 
Elixir into his 
mouth. It burned 
as it slid down his 
throat. He 
screamed, sput- 
tered, and stuck 
out his tongue. 

“Ugh! What a 
frightful concoc- 
tion.” His breath- 
ing grew heavy, 
and his cheeks 
flushed pink. 

He vomited and 
clutched his 
stomach, then 
eased himself 
back onto his 
makeshift bed. 

He closed his 
eyes. Boy leaned 
over him and gen- 
tly positioned a 
Face-Hat over his 
nose. “You're a 


—e- 


Good Boy,” 
Bleakness mur- 
mured, for his 


guard was down. 

For three days 
and three nights 
Bleakness grew 
paler and quieter. 
His voice shrank 
to a whisper, and 
his movements 
were weak. 

Boy mopped his 
master’s brow 
and coaxed him 
into drinking beef 
tea with a crumb 
of cheese; he did- 
n’t care that he 
had none left for 


himself. 

“What shall I 
do, Sir? Lord 
Bleakness?” Boy 
whispered into 
his master’s ear. 
But Bleakness 


only moaned. A 
thin, brown spit- 
tle formed at the 
corners of his 
mouth and slid 
down his cheeks. 

Boy used many 
Face-Hats and 


Sneezy-Wipes 
trying to revive 
his master, but 
nothing worked. 
On the fourth 
day, 


Boy went 
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Special Guest Submission 


into the streets, 
knocking on 
neighbours’ 
doors, asking for 
food, medicine, 
or advice, but 
everyone refused 
with a sneer or 


dismissive wave 
when they 
learned it was 
Bleakness who 


was ill. But Boy 
did not lose hope, 
and continued his 
mission, block by 
block, and parish 
by parish. 

Unfortunately, 
Bleakness’ repu- 
tation as a heart- 
less charlatan had 
been reported in 
the papers, and 
the news spread 
across the city as 
fast as the Mee- 
azma. 

Every household 
Boy visited re- 
fused him help. 
“This is your 
chance to be free 
of him at last,” 
some said. “Sell 
everything in that 
horrid shop, use 
it to pay rent fora 
room of your 
own, buy a steak 
supper, take a lit- 
tle holiday.” 

“But he saved 
my _ life,” Boy 
replied. “He took 
me in when no 
one else would. 
He gave me a job, 
and beef tea and 
cheese for my 
supper; he gave 
me a home, anda 
bed of straw.” Boy 
held his cap in his 
hands. “He’s 


citizens 
scoffed. “You 
don’t know what 
kindness is, it 
isn’t that. Kind- 
ness is mercy, 
compassion, and 
sacrifice. Not a 
pile of straw.” 

Boy returned to 
Everything You 
Could Ever Want 
or Need, _ dis- 
heartened. By 


—o- 


then, Lord Bleak- 
ness was deliri- 


ous, his eyes 
shining with 
fever. 

His grizzled 
flesh had sunk 
under his cheek- 
bones, and_ his 


wrists were thin 
as matchsticks 
“Who are you?” 


He muttered 
through lips as 
dry as sand. 
“Tm Boy,” Boy 
said. “And [ll 
stay by your 
side.” 


A week later, 
Boy stood next to 
an empty grave. It 
had begun to 
rain, but he 
wasn’t cold, bun- 
dled in a black fur 
coat he had 
nicked long ago 
from secondhand 
clothes stall. 

In his hand he 
grasped a cluster 
of brambles, and 
as he looked on 
with a sombre ex- 
pression, two 
gravediggers low- 
ered a pine box 
into the earth, 
then tossed 
clumps of dirt on 
it with their shov- 
els. 

A day earlier, a 
solicitor visited 
Boy at Everything 
You Could Ever 
Want or Need. 
Boy assumed he 
was going to be 
turned out into 
the street. 

“No,” Mr. Jag- 
gers said (for that 
really was his 
name). “I’m here 
to tell you that 
the shop is yours, 
as is everything in 
it. Uriah Bleak- 
ness named you 
as his sole heir: 


Mr. Jeremiah 
Dodge, his Good 
Boy.” 

No one had 


called him Jere- 
miah for so long, 
Boy had almost 
forgotten it was 


his true name. 
“Mr. Bleakness 
amassed an envi- 
able fortune,” the 
solicitor said. 
“It’s all in the 
bank. Everything 
he made from the 
shop for the last 
twenty years, all 


of it, 1s yours. 
There is no other 
family.” 


Mr. Jaggers di- 
rected Jeremiah 
to put an X ona 
piece of paper, 
then clapped him 
on the back and 
left through the 
door with the bell 
that did not ring. 

“Tl replace that 
bell,” Jeremiah 
said, to no one in 
particular. “And 
I'll clean the win- 
dows; I'll repaint 
the sign. I'll hire a 
boy and call him 


Boy, and_ give 
away all the 
Sneezy-Wipes, 
Face-Hats and 


Finger-Sleeves, 
not to mention 
the Cleaning 
Elixir,” (though 
he cautioned his 
customers not to 
drink it). 

Jeremiah did all 
the things he 
promised and 
more. He _ re- 
painted the sign 
that hung creakily 
outside the shop 
so it read: Lord 
Bleakness’ Empo- 
rium of Every- 
thing You Could 
Ever Want or 
Need. 

He hired a boy 
called Boy and re- 
placed the bell 
over the door. He 
turned up the 
gaslamps and 
brought in better 
stock; he told his 
customers—and 
there were 
many—about the 
late Lord Bleak- 
ness, and how he 
had shown him 
kindness. 
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